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ACTORS DISCOVER THE JOYS 
OF NASCENT STARDOM— AND 
THEIR INNER GREEN MONSTERS. 

BY DAVID ANTHONY FOX 


>• FOOD I Top 1 0 dishes of the year 

NEWS I Housing budget blues ahead + NYE I Your kiss is on our list 


ippep 


+ 30 YEARS OF I NDEFENDENT JOURNALISM 

Dec. 29, 2011 -Jan. 4. 2012 #1387 I • 



SCAN FOR A 
STORE NEAR YOU. 



NOT ALL SNUS 
IS CREATED EQUAL. 
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Made and imported from Sweden, feenerat'\snus is 100% authentic 
Swedish snus, with the quality, flavor and fuli-on tobacco sotisfoction that make it 
the # 1 selling snus in the world. See why not all snus is created equal. 

Go to GeneralSnus.com for special offers and more. 


©2011 Swedish Match North Europe AB 
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'—^THE ORIGINAL SWEDISH SNUS’ 


WARNING: This product Is not a 
safe alternative to cigarettes. 
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Adult siblings ("brother and sister 
pairs) who are blood relatives to 
participate in a research study. 

Participants may attend up to three sessions at the Monell 
Center. Compensation is provided. 


For more information email cmaute'&monell.org or call (267) 519*481t. 
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[Ql Ahealthynewbom^rlisfojndinacard- 
^ ‘ boardboxInNorthPhllly.Tdecdildwas 
protected from the elements by a ki ndly 
yambomber 

['2] Amusicstudertacticientallyleavesarare, 
$l72.000violncnaMegat)iJsfrom Boston 
b) Philadelphia; ttlsev^ally recovered. 
Meanwhile. aPeterPantushaJisacorpse 
up anddown the coast for a week before 
anybody noOces. 

[-3] A6-lootmenorah,mlssingfromaparkln 
‘ Haddaifieio.isbeilmdtohavebeenstdsn 
by scrappers 'We thought Itwouldtake 
aboid a day (0 melt it down, but It ended 
uplasUngoveraweek. Ifsa miracle.' 



inthatni^ shielding attendees from the 
most harntfullAf rays. 


[01 City Counciman Bill Green says tie recenty 

overhauledSchool Reform Commissioh 
shorMbereplacadbyamayorai-appointsd 
school board In the brief silence that fol- 
lows, he adds 'I also have an opinion on 
the nature of dark matter.' 

[Q] The mayor of Hummeistown, the small 
Pennsylvania town vih»e Newt Glng Itch 
grew up. says the community is “ bracing 
for the media onslaught' that might come 
ifhewInstheRepilNicannomlnatlon.'Tne 
way Jonestown braced Itself .We’re, uh. 
we' re pretty ashamed of him.' 

['31 Theproposedstatelawbanningtexting 
while (ktving will supersedePhlladelphlaS 
more stnct cell phone ban. Also, you'll be 
alowedbsmoke in restaurants agaln.And 
eve ry citizen Is aiitomabcaJlydeclareda 
licensed handgun dealer. Plus PGW and 
the Water Department will sharepipesand 
we'll all drlnkhot and cold nmnlng gas. 

[*6] MayorNuttersignsanewlawupdatlng 
the city's 50-year-oM zoning code. "Aw. 
man. 'sighs JohnStreel “Itsays here I'm 
stucklnthefhendzone.' 

[+31 Occupy Phllly plans to throw giant New 
Year's Eve party. Runs from S p.m. to?? 
Location subject bchange. 8Y0B0. 

ThlsweekStotak-l I Last week'stotal: -7 



[ hardship ] 

CUTTO THE BONE 

Federal rollbacks, siashiog funding to Ftnilly hous- 
ing programs byatNrd, could be devastating 
for low-income homeowners. By Daniel Denvir 

O ne hundred for^ miles away.inWruihingtnn, O.C.. 

Republicans in Congieai lust month congratulated them- 
sehres on hammering out a conservative fiscal 2012 budget 
- - a victory that entailed deep cuts to spending on urban and social 
issues. But herein Philadelphia those same cuts have sent pit>- 
grams that shelter the homeless, help the poor and people with dis- 
abilidesrepair and retrofit their homes, and assist residents fadng 
foredosure spiraling into crisis. 

In ne^:t year's budget, there will be far less money to meetagrow- 
ingneed far houang-related services, whidi could mean a mush- 
rooming numberof homes that will leak and crumble, and a boom 
in the homeless population due tn increased foreclosures. Funding 
provided by the stimulus package has also largely runout. 

''It's going to be tough.’ says Michelle Lewis, president of 
Northwest Counseling Service, which assists Philadelphians facing 
foreclosure. 'A reduchwi in staff A reduction in resouires avail- 
able to help the residenta.Thafs going to be determined agency 1^ 
agency. For many, it will put them out of businesa For us. it won't put 
us out of business, but it will have a devastating impact.” 

The fiscal year that begins in July will be the second consecutive 
year of deep cuts to two majorfederal programs that Philadelphia 


relies on for housing aid: The Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG), the primary direct federal funding source for a 
broad range ofdtypiogTama will decline 11 percent: and the 
HOME Investment Partnerships Program, whidi provides cities 
funds to construct and rehabilitate homesfor the poor, will fall by 
39percent.Tbgether,they11becut by a projected $17 million in 
Philadelphia, and $1 billion nationwide. 

The ^tending reductions create only modest savings in the federal 
budget, but are acutely painful forcash-strappedcitiea struggling to 
cope with decadesofdisinvestment.decbne and now economic crisis. 
Since 2010, congrassional Republicans have made deficit reduc- 
tion the centerpiece of their 

• Basically the agenda, fccusing their cuts on 

safety net is 

Slowly Doing resuk.PhiUy'sfederalhousing 

eroded.” funding is down 33 percent 

fiomjust two years ago. 

“It's basically the safety net that’s dowly being eroded at the feder- 
al leveL and ifs creating more and more ofa challenge for us taking 
care of our citizens,’ says City Councilman Danell Clarke. 

Philadelphia once again faces diflicult choices about how to 
spend its shrinking annual budget — and many of the tough 
cute the city may be forced to make due to reduced federal allo- 
cations could triggerfurther declines, according to Rick Sauer, 
executive director of the Philadelphia Association of Community 
Development Corporations. The sty’s decreasing capacity to deal 
with housing issues, for example, could resuU: in more abandoned 



[ has a total of 30 exolamation points ] 


[a million stories] 

RAILROADED 

BuiJt circa 1697. the aidied stone bridge that carries Frank£)Td 
Avenue over E^in^ack Creek in Holmesburg is the oldest of 
its type in the country. It’s on the National Re^sterofHistoric 
Races, and Fred Moore, president of the Holmesburg Civic 
Association (HCAl is trying to geta state historic marker forit. 

Whidiisonereasini Moore is soirarteabout another bridge 
— with a very different aesthetic — just a block away. 

Fbr about six years now community group shave been push- 
ing Conrad to paint the rusty-lookkig rail trestle that crosses 
PrankfordAvenue near Solly Avenue; Conrad's been pushing 
back. Which is why the latest edition of the HCA newsletter reads. 
“We care aboutour bridge but Conrad paint your bridge’'< in capital 
letters and peppered with a total of 30 exclamation pointsl. 

Worth noting is that a local group, Major Artery Revitalization 
Committee I MARC), was going around painting such trestles six or 
seven yeani ago. But when they painted a different Conrad bridge, 
the company asked them to desist, according to Moore. Which 
leaves Holmesburg’s bridge the lone unpaInted “eyesore.'’ as 
Moore seesit, a drag on an already-struggling neighborhood. “It's 
so important, right in the middle of the entrance to our vdlage of 
Holmesbuig.And they stonewalled us." 

Moore says Conrail recently told the HCA it could make a proposal 
to paint the bridge itself but the cost — $12,000, phis liability insur- 
ance — was prohibitive. 

John Enright, a Conrail spokesman, saysifs not the company’s 
policy tn paint its tresties, even if they do become unsightly. 
Taintingthemdoesn't prolong the ti& or assist in the structural 
integrity of Ihe bridge. Prom a maintenance standpoint painting 


doesn't really serve any purpose." 

HCA has also been ai^ealing to the city, which had been known to 
work with groups like MARC in the past. But Ibrn Conway. Phidy’s 
deputy managing director, says the city no km^r intercedes in such 
mattera. And in any case, there's the cost of cbsing the road and a 
nearby SEPTA route to consider *It’s a long, drawn-out [rocess, and 
it would take a lot of lawyers,’’he adds. 

Stdl, Moore sees it diferently. “What a mess.’be says. Tt doesn’t 
have tn be this way." — Samantha Melamed 


+ GOODBYE KITTY 

AfterEastemStatel^itentiaiywasclosedasaprisonin 1971, a 
caretakernamed Dan McCloud would go there duee times a week, 
On each visit, “I put out a gallon of mdk, a gallon of water and 10 to 
t2pounclsof dry food.'he con be heard saying on an old audio 
tape. McCloud was feeding the colony of feral cats that took up resi- 
dence in the sprawling grounds. He did this for 28 years. 

Eastem State has since become a historic attraction, and to honor 
MeCkmdand the animals he cared for. in 2004 artist Linda Brenner 
created The GhostCats," 39 white, itfe-size castings of kitties 
that were scattered throughout the structure forvisitors to encoun- 
ter. That first year they were just everywhere," says Sean Kelley, 
senior vice president and director of pubHcprogrammmg, who over- 
sees Eastem State’s site -specific art installation program. 

Overthe years, some of the catcastingsthat were exposed to the 
eleizrents got ruined and were remowd.Tt was intended fiem the 
begiiming to diminish overtkTie."explaiiis Kelley, who interpret- 
ed the colorless figures to be about the transitory nature ofthings; 
"The cats are gone, and Dan is gone, and the jxisoners are gone." 


photostrenm ► •uCmlttoohotoatreamOcltyoaper.rwt 
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PERSON POWER ! 

• THEREHASBEENoflatemudidlssaiisfac- | 
tjonwiththeSupremeCourtnillngafflrntngtbat | 
corporations are "people." But I say If you can't “ 
beat 'em, join 'em. 

It 's not so hard. Robert Coyle Sr . Ifte notorious 
Kensingtonslumioia,"oMied"aslewrfLLCs,aacfi 
theoretically Itsownseparate business entity— ail 
apparently controlled by him. 

And Deing a corporation has perks bere in 
Phliadeipnia: Corporabons don't have to adoere 
to the same campaign finance limits as we lowly 
humans do. individiials may derate up to S2.600 
percandidate. per year:a "business organisation." 
however, may donate up to$l0.600. Technically, 
the business must be legit: Its finances must be 

I "distinct and segregafedfrem the personal (nances 
of Its proprietoror parbteis" — but its undear how 
anyone's supposed to know If thatb the case. 

Take, for example, "United Homes Builder, LLC," 
acompany thatdonateda whopping S1 0,000 to 
Councilman Darrell Clarke's campaign — his sec- 
ond-highest singledonabon all year. Goo^e the 

I nameand you find viitually nothing online about 
thecompany. The Department of S&le'sprotcu nay 
unhelpfulwebsite reveals merely asingleaddress. 
snared by at least two other obscure LLCs. Vbu , 
might find as well that Clarke Introduceda resolu- | 
tion In 201 0 authorizing the city's Redevelopment a 
Authority toseii three vacant propertiestounlted r 
Homes (they were purchased at what anieafs to ! 
be market rate). * 

That's nottosuggestthls'entity'getsany more 3 
of the councilman's ear than another developer ; 
— justthatIt.unllketheiTBnydeveloperswho've iS 
contrlbutedasindIvidualstoClarke.canspend ? 
$6,000 moretrying. ^ 

ButthatpotentBlIoopholelsnothingcomparedto ^ 
thegapingvaccuumofcampaignfinanceregulaton ? 
thrcughwhbhIBEWLocaigeunionbossJtfvi’Doc" ° 
Doughertyleaptthisyear.AsWHyYSDaveDavies ° 
has pointed out noncandkfatecomrritiees — es- : 
sentally.pollticalcorpoieDons — canspendunllm- 
itedamountsof moneyto irtfluence elections, like j 
that of David Oh, whose campaigniheOoutfterty- ; 
eff Hated PAC Phliadeipnia Phulure attempted - 
todemollshlnfliers. robocallsandradloads.A 
DecemperfilingshowsthePhiiaoeiphiaPnutuieKC : 
sp9hdihgSii7.X0on'designpnnting. mailing, - 
ladio and robo calls.' (It doesn i say for or against z 
wnom)allsupposedlypaldroronNov.3.flvedays v 
before the election —funny, since the ads began ^ 
weeksearlier.Buttheguy^onlyhuman. P 

* Ssna /eedtaHilojaaian.tm p saiOdl t p^jiat. 



^CuttotheBone 


the naked city j 


WE DON’T PRE-JUDGE YOUR CREDIT. 
WE JUST MAKE IT HAPPEN 


1 PROGRAM 

IN NORTH EAST PHILLY 

HAVE A CREDIT SCORE UNDER 600? CALL DON TODAY 
REQUIRES NO CO-SIGNERS. ITS ALL ABOUT YOU. 


6825 FRANKFORD AVENUE PHILADELPHIA. PA 19135 

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR GOOD PEOPLE 
WITH GOOD OR SLOW CREDIT 


NO PAYSTUBS, NO -COSIGNERS. SELF EMPLOYED, 
BARBERS, DANCERS, CONTRACTORS ALL WELCOME 
TO PHILADELPHIA. NJ,DE,MD 


. ^ CALL 267-777-3066 
ASK FOR DON 

V www.donsautonetwork.com 



FIND OUT WHAT CAUSES POVERTY! 


We can End Recessions Forever and Create Full Employment!! 



ir tuition-free c< 


Henry George School of Social Science ; 

413 South lO'” Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147 


The Winter program begins the week of January 16th 


Visit the School and meet our faculty at ot 

OPEN HOUSE: 

Saturday, January 16th, from 1-4 p.m. 



ordcteria rating prtqjertiea, precipitating a decline 
in neighboring property values, which in turn 
would further decrease property-tax revenuea 

There area number of8tudie8,’say8 Sauer, “that 
show thatifsomeonelosee their home they are a 
muc h gre a ta r cos t to sodrty.' 

Tens of thousands ofPhilade^hians depend on 
the grant money. 

“We see the need growing ri^t now, not shrink- 
ing," says Sauer. “The waiting lists for programs 
like home repair, like putting on a new roof or 
fixing afumace, or adapting a house to make it 
accessible to someone in a wheelchair, they’re 
going to grow. Ihe waiting lists are already two 
years for these programs. Now they’re going to be 
three or four years." 

Without new sources of revenue. Ci^ Council will 
face unpleasant choices, like whether to prioritize 
creating new housing or preserving existing homes. 

Though perhaps tite dty could spend its funds 
more wisely. Coundhvoman Maria QuiAones- 
Sdndiez says thatci^ housing programs could 
operate more efBdently. More than half of federal 
funds are currently being eaten up by operating 
costs at the various city agencies that manage 
houdng programs, includingthe Office of Housing 
and Community Development, the Redevelopment 
Authori ty <RDA) and the Philadel(liia Housing 
Development Corp. QuiAones-Sanchez suggests 
consolidating the various city housing agencies to 
stretch ever-th inner funding further. 

“Given the expected CDBG Cmdingcuts, we 
should take this c^purl unity to review our funding 
priorities, including the large percent we spend on 


/,”she told City ihper 


Clarke also supports the creation ofadtyland 
bank, but says he’s skeptical that consolidation will 
create more efficierKy. Indeed, some of the operati 
ing costs go (odtyemidoyees, such as RDA staff 
underwriting low-income housingdevelopments, 
who are directly providing services. 

“Sometimes,” he says,‘cnisolidationis a code 
word for laying people off If that’s what people 
want to do. they should just say it." 

Mayor Michael Nutter is keeping his budget 
strategy quiet for now The Department of Houring 
declined an interview (HI the subject , but released 
a statement sayingthat although the cuts“wi!l 
severely impact the City’s ability to provide hous- 
ing and related services to low- and m(xlerate- 
income households," they“are not generating any 
talk of cansolidation.' 

Under Gov. Tom Corbett and the Republican ieg- 
islature, state funds for housing — as for educa- 
tion and other programs — have also been cut, by 
nearly $5 million, including $500,000 in funding 
to reteofit homes for people with disabilities. More 
cuts could been the way. Last week, budget secre- 
tary Charles Zogby announced that the state was 
already confronting a half-billion -doll or shortfall 
halfway through the fiscal year. 

“Given the slate of the eemomy. the governor and 
lawmakers will need to make many more difficult 


decisions about Conunimwealth 
spending in the mcsitlH ahead," 
said Z(^y, signal ingthat further 
midyearcuts might be necessary. 
Progressives, who have called 
for the delay of a planned busi- 
ness tax break and for taxing the 
state’s booming natural gas indus- 
try to offret cute, criticized Zo^iy. 

“Lawmakers sbcaild address 
OUT state’s fiscal chaDengas in 
a balanced way rather than the 
cuta-only approach o%red by 
Secretary Zogby,” said Sharon 
Ward, executive director of 
the left-leaning ftnnsylvania 
Budge t and [tiUcy Center, 

Thedtycontributea very little 
to its housing programs, and 
Sauer says it should contribute 
more. But that money wiU be 
hard-won in a shrinking general 
fund. One bright igxtt is the city’s 
HousingTrust Fund which uses 
a portion of a flat fee charged 
for real estate transactions for 
hou!dngpn«rams. Last week. 
Gov. Corbett signed legislation 

City Coun- 
cil will face 
unpleasant 
choices. 


allowing a fee increase. This will, 
however. likely add up to no more 
than S3 million in additionul 
funding. As long as politicians 
inWoshingten and Harrisburg 
insist on cutting spending, 
Philadelphia’s housing emer- 
gency will only get worse — and 
the foreclosure crisis the city has 
been w(nldng In postpone could 



says the cuts c(7uld undermine 
Philly’s fcreclosure diversion 
court, which helps lenders and 
homeowners work out arrange- 
ments and avoid foreclosures. 

■We try to serve people well 
before ttiatpoinL before they end 
up in diversion courL" says Lewis, 
“It's been largely successful 
because there’s been a large and 
strong counsel ingnetwork. But 
if you break up that netwDik and 
overwhelm thecourte, it could 
very well end in disaster." 

ldamel.denvii^dtypoper.net) 
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+AMlllon Stories 

«<ccntrKjoafrcmfBgB5 

The seven plaster 
cats that remained 
were finally removed 
a few weeks ago. 

By this past summer they were down to seven 
cats, oil of which were finally removed a few weeks 
ago. The plaster cats, Hke the real ones, “had 
reached the end.' Kelley says. “What’s the point 
of an exhibit about knpeitnanence that never 
leaves?* —Theresa Everllne 


+ SHELTER SHORTAGE 

The Ridge Avenue men’s shelter — imtil re- 
cently, the largest homeless shelter for single men 
in the city — will not be cloang at the end ofthis 
year after all Dainette Mints, director of the Office 
of Supportive Housing, has indicated in several 
conversadans with O'Q'Aiperftiat the politic ally 
sensitive task offinoing sites for two smeller 
faclltles hasn't been easy. 

Etespte recent criticism overthedosingofRidge 
by homeless and nmhomelesB members of Occupy 
Philadelphia, the crowded shelter represented, for 
many in the homeless advocacy community, u failed 
model of homeless assistance, and they'll be 
glad to see it reared with smaUer&dlitiea 

The problem is tins: In ordertopreventthe mass 


dislocadoi ofthe 280-odd men 
Ridge normally housed, the plan 
for closingthe facility in wived 
slowly reducingits pcqiulationto 
about 100 men. That part of the 
plan wasimpleinGnted, but the 
second part — establishing new 
housing — hasnt been. Even 
with an adcttional SO beds 
during the cold months, the 
Ridge shelterwill simply house 
fewer men thU winter. It's one 
more signthattheprr^lemof 
homelessiess seems tn be out- 
pacing the cify^ ^located 
resoio-ces to deal withit 

Last wedc. a frustrated I^tor 
Bill Goklerer of Btuad Street 
Ministries addressed a memorial 
service fcr more then too home- 
less who'd died this year, 
calling upon the dty to do more. 

“Sating your resources for 
a rainy day may not be what 
we’re called to do.' said Golderer. 



NEW YEAR’S 
DANCE PARTY 


_! DECEMBER 31 • 10PM - 2AM 


Sprinkle Me Fit! 

Sorr - Some Taste. Fewer c .-■i-.-’-s. 

• 4 " 



Keep The Taste, Lose the Weight, Naturally! 

Fit® Calorie Crystals ^ 

• Reduce calorie absorption ^ 

• Will not change the taste of your food , 

- Active ingredient is natural and dinically tested 

Fit® Calorie Crystals are a safe and effective food additive and appetite 
suppressant that, ^en sphnkled on your food, effectively reduces the amount 
of calories your body absorbs, even when consuming the foods you level 


TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO LEARN MORE. 
VISIT FITDIET.COM 



FEATURING THE DANE ANTHONY BAND 
*65 in advance • ’75 at the door 

• 2'hour open bar • Champagne toast at Midnight 

• Passed hors d'oeuvres * Private Fireworks viewing area 


PROUDSPONSOftOF 

TWICE THE FIREWORKS! TWICE THE FUN! 

PHILLY'S WATERFRONT NEW YEAR S EVE SHOWS 

6PM AND 12 MIDNIGHT 

Visit sugarhousecasino.com for tickets & more information 


SiXGAR 

hPu S E 

CASINO 

PHIU.Y LOVES A WINNER 


FREE VALET AND SELF-PARKING 
ON DELAWARE AVE. 1 MILE NORTH OF BEN FRANKLIN BRIDGE 

sugarhousecdsino.com 

GAMBUNG PROBLEM? CALL1.800.GAMBLER. 
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“Everything You Always 
Wanted For Sex* 



VENUS^ VIDEO 


^NOVELTIES * DVDs $5.99, 4 for $20 AND UP 

‘ UN6ERIE * CALIFORNIA STYLE MOVIE BOOTHS ‘ ON SITE PARKING LOT 

couples vielcome 

PRIVATE VIP ROOMS WITH LIVE OANCERS AVAILABLE 
MONDAY-TKURSDAY Ham Is Midnight. FRIOAY and SATURDAY Ham to 1am 

Open 24 hours 

6301 PASSYUNK AVENUE. PHILADELPHIA PA 
VISA/MASTERCARD. 215-937-I545. ATM 
STIFF NIGHTS 2packSI4.99! 


checkout our other Him locations! 

FANTASY ADULT CENTER. 

Mon-Sat 3am to Midnight. Sunday Noon To Midnight 
(215) 781-9943 
S26 Ntw Rogert Rud.- Brisni. PA 

FANTASY boutique 
Hi-TliM 10am-1 ItMD. FrI & Sat 10- Midnight. Sunday 12pm-8pm 
(484) 540-7340 

426 SO. GOV. Pilnu Blvd . Tinlcum. PA 
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GROJLART 

>- WITH POSTINGS UKE-Butt-Pugly Building of 
the Week" and “Dead-Ass Proposal of the Week" 
that combine excessive profanity and extensive 
historical research, tlteanmymousGroJLart — 
and hisblog.philaphiHa.blogspot.com — stands 
out from Philly’s new crop of architecture and 
development bloggers. (Starting soon, youH also 
frnd his postings on CPh Naked Ci^ blog, too.) 

City Paper. How'd you g^ started writing about 
aichitectural history? 

QroJLart: Idon’thavemuchofabackground 
at alJ.rm just like a fanboy and enthusiast. 

When I first moved here f Hved in the Arts Tbwer 
[now the Arts Condominium and originally the 
Sylvania Hotel] and that was one of the first 

buildings I researched My wife was tired of me 

telling her (about building histories] all the time, 
and then I had nobody to tell the stuff, so I just 
started writing it down. 

CP: What are senne ofthe moat interesting dis- 
ceweries you’ve made? 

Q: I figured out that the building where Locust 


Rendezvous is, at I415Locust, 
is much older than people think. 

It was built in 1850 by an anti- 
Catho He hate group to store 
Protestant writings in. because 
they thought Catholic people 
would destroy their writings — 
and then later it became a Catholic 

school Also, sometimes Iflnd 

a building that t always thought 
something was missing on — and 
thenycruU seeoldpctureaand 
say.'Oh yeah, there was a g^antic 
comice on top or there were statues 
all over it. and now it makes a lot 


CP: So why all the profenity in 
your posts? 

Q: When 1 have to write articles 
[without cursing] it becomes 
exceedingly difficult and it takes 
me all day. . . . Also, I thirrk Fve 
made (architecture! accessible to 
some people who wouldn’t nor- 
mally ei\joy the highfalutin lan- 
guage, because part ofthe prob- 
lem with writing about architec- 
ture isthere’salot of vocabulary 
words pecqrle don’t know. 

— SamanthB Melamed 






Balance Your Budget. 


"Center City's Incredible Gym.” 

-Philadelphia Magasne 


ONE YEAR UNLIMITED TANNING 


204 South 1 2th Street ■ Philadelphia, PA 19107 • 21 5.985.4092 • 12streetgym.com • Discounted parking nearby 

Pald-ln-full annual membership for new members only. Small, one-time start-up fee applies. 
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YOU'VE GOT A 

FIEND 

IN ME 

TWO YOUNG PHILADELPHIA 
ACTORS DISCOVER THE JOYS OE 
NASCENT STARDOM— AND 
THEIR INNER GREEN MONSTERS. 

BY DAVID ANTHONY FOX 



s 



It’s every actor's dream: Complete your 
tnii ning and land a payingjd} in a genu- 
ine, real-live ahow.Betteratill,make 
that a show everybody loves, and an 
iconic leading role. 

Of course, (be reality oflife in the the- 
ater is more likely to involve auditions 
by day. bartending tQrni^L 

But sometimes — rarely, but some- 
tiroes — the dream comes true. It did 
for two young fellows, students and 
b-iendsjustfinishingup in themusical 
theater program at University of the 
Arts, who not only secured j<fes in the 
national touring companies of Shrek 
the Mwsicol andYoungFrankenstein 

— they won the principal roles. 

I got to know Rory Donovan and 
Lukas Biost when they were in a musi- 
cal theater history seminar I taughtat 
UAits.They stood out as performers 

— and ibr their sheer presence: Both 


are good-looking, but not conventional 
juvenile theater types. 'niey're big guys 
— over 6 feet, and physically formi- 
dable. (If someone ever writes a musical 
about Troy Aikmun. you could double- 
cast it right here.) 

In the professional theater world, Rory 
and Lukas would be notable fcr their 
youth — but as oftmr happens in a col- 
lege program, thmr stature made them 
candidates fer more mature diaracter 
parts. For Rory, these included Sergei 
Alexandrovitdi, (he bear like ballet 
impresario in Rodgers and Hart’s On 
Your Tbes. and Guido Contini, the louche 
directortmode led on Federico Fbllinilin 
Maury Yeston’sM'nr. Lukas'UArts roles 
included the high-living and drinking 
SirToby Belch in /I/yriata musical ver- 
sion oiTwclfth Night), and the Rev. Hale 
inTVieCrudWe. 

These still-in-scbool experiencea may 




weD have helped them nail die mlcii 
ofShrekiLukasland Pnmkenatein's 
Monster iRoiy), But Roty is no world- 
weujy Euriqiean.and Lukas neither 
hard-drinking barfly nor crazed zealot. 
They're a couple of talented, genuinely 
nice. lucky guys embaikingon die long 
road Co the big time. 

R ory exudes confidence. He looks 
you in the eye, he laughs easily 
and often, he's high-energy. It’s 
easy to imagine him in politics, 
but there’s no arrogance here. It’s sim- 
ply the sense that he loves what he’s 
doing, and knows he was destined to 
do it. Lukas, like Rory, is articulate and 
open, though his manner is different 
— earnest, boyish, thoughtful, You get 
the sense that he’s still processing the 
course of his life with a sense of won- 
derment at how it's turning out FVom 
ear^ on. Lukas knew he wanted to pur- 


sue acting, but having grown up in the 
small Northeast f^nnsylvania town 
ofWyalusing, he didn’t have a strong 
senseof how tomake it happen. “But 1 
knew [Philadelphia actor/singerj Ben 
Dibble — he attended the same high 
school I did,” Lukas says. ‘He was doing 
very well for himself and he’d gime to 
UArts. So that’s how it happened." 

Meanwhile Rory, bom and raised in 
Wilmingtnn. Del., todc off a few years 
after gmduatingfinmhigh school 
before enrolling at UArts. While work- 
ing atthe New CandlelightTheater, 
he met his futurewile.Kati Lyles, who 
encouraged him to loi^ into her alma 
mater. “She told me, 'If you really want 
todoit.gotosdiaolanddoit right,” 

Ifyou ask them about breakthrough 
moments at UArts. both guys focus on 
their acting training “PlayingTrigorin 
in The Seagullviaa an incredible, incred- 
ible experience," says Lukas. '“Two 


GREEN BEINGS Rory Donovan (left) plays The 
Monsterinihelounngproduciionof 'ibung 
FranKenstem Lukes Poosi has the title role 
\n Snrak the Musical Both are graduates 
of UArts' musical Iheeisr program 


“SIX AUDITIONS 
LATER, THEY OFFER- 
ED ME THE ROLE OF 
THE MONSTER,” 


weeks of table analysis of Chekhov. 
The cast was a tight-knit family, and 
every moment was exploratiim.'For 
Rory, it was learning to find an anchcr 
for his work. “I always had a big sing- 
ing voice — I could sing loud and hi^ 
and everybody loved it, buti needed to 
leam to communicate through song. I 
didn’t even really know how to walk on 
a sta^." He pauses for a moment. “But 
I teamed." 

R ory and Lukas' paaise for the 
UArts program aside, it was 
by no means inevitable that a 
good run at school would lead 
to professional jobs They needed a 
lot of perseverance — and maybea 
little hick. 

“I start the Shrek story with my 
freshman year," begins Lukas. "The 
show was in a pre-Broadway tryout 
in Seattle. My brother sent me to a 
YouTube clipofthe smg'Who Td 
Be,’ and he said. ‘You know, 1 think 
this would be exact^ right for you.' I 
used it in several classes — it really 
was my song at the school, and over 
time I had a lot of coaching in it. I 
brought it to our senior showcase, 
and a representative fium NETworta 
Presentations saw me. ...Eventually 
she brought me in to audition for 
S/ireit. Then they brought me back... 
and back ... and back. And here lam. 
So, in a way my entire school career 
prepared me for this job." 

Rory's experience was similar, and 


begun with thutsame showcase. ‘I was 
invited to audition by a casting direc- 
tor. 1 sang “Me’ from Beauty and the 
Beast. Six auditions later, thQi ofiered 
me the rote ofthe mmster." 

And so, Lukas and Rory, straightout 
of school, found themselves in the rari- 
fied ranks of gainfully emjdpyed actors. 

M ake no mistake aboutit — 
national tnuis are challeiig- 
ing. Conteder the numbers; 
Between Jan. land May 31, 
2012, Young Frankertstein will play 
73 engagementsthat take the show 
to 29 states and sixdties in Canada, 

( By contrast, Shrek has a more mod- 
est 26 stopsin 17 states, plus stcfis in 
Montreal and Toronto.) Many ofthese 
are one-night-only stops, which can 
mean that at 5 a.m.. the morning after 
u performance, the cast boards a bus. 

Lukas and Rory describe the 
typical shlep — Little Rock one day, 
Tfexaikana the next — with char- 
acteristic gocxl humor. “Yiu really 
need to see this bus," Rory says of 
his Frankenstein ride. “It looks like 
Hooterville. Stuff everywhere. And 
we’ve ail figured out every possible 
wayto use four seats across and a 
foot rest." Yet Rory acknowledges 
that ifsnot aQ fiin and gamesi'IIt'sj 
taxing, mentally and physically,’ he 
saya “It’s teaching me how to take 
core of myself" 

Whut are the strangest experiences 
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they've had on tour? ‘One theater wus 
tio small." recalls Rory, "that virtually 
all the scenery had to be cut. The her- 
mit’s cottage became the hermit's table. 
The mirrored ball was an apple crate. 
We ended up doing quick changes in a 
parking lot across the street." 

Lukas, introspective young man that 

mudi as a memorable one. “The Erst 
time we had an audience, and my Erst 
entrance — as a storybook is opened 
and Shrek emerges — the audience 
applauded, and I wasn't expecting it, 
My Erst professional job. and 1,500 
people applauded.lt wasn't forme, of 
course," he laugha It was for the char- 
acter, and for the makeup tliat makes 
me lookjust like the movie. But it was 
just incredible." 

Speaking of which: It’s no easy trick 
to turn a couple of twentysomethings 
into famous monsters. The process 
takes about 90 minutes (25 to reverse). 
Elaborate prosthetics are invnlvecL fbr 
Shrek, it covers virtually his entire face. 
‘Itfsfour laecea" explains Lukas. “One 
for cheeks and chin, cme for my fore- 
head, one for thenose and another for 
the bottom lip. On twc^show days, the 
makeup stays on Eir 12 houra The hard- 
est part is the heat, since I also have a 
cowl and a hood. ButFm getting used 
to it Fveleamedtosleepandeat init." 
Rory's makeup involves fewerpieces, 
one ofwhidi is a large forehead. Tukos 
and Icompared notes,*he8ays.~andwe 
discovered that my forehead and his 


noso can only be used one time — we 
have new pieces at eveiy performance, 
and the oldoncs get thrown away. So 
weVe decided we're gtnng to swap body 
parts — his nose ferr my foreheaeL"( Visit 
citypaper.net/caverstDcytowatch a 
time Lapse video of Racy's tiansfinna- 

The BwapisoneconcretB sign of their 
fnendship. one thafs grown in recent 
months. “We knew each other at UArts, 
of ccnn'se."say5 Lukas, who points 
out that they often tried out for the 
same parts (“Rory usually got theml"), 
“Though we’re never in the same city 
at the same time," Rory says, “we’re 
following a similar path."SAreib and 
Young Frankenatein'a shared company, 
NETworks Presentations Inc., even 
seems to see the resonaitce between 
the two shows — “there's marketing 
out there for the 'Season of Monsters,'" 
notes Rory. 

There are some hardships of course 
— especially for Rcny, who reoentiy 
married Kati The two have lived in dif- 
ferent enties for much of the last year: 
while he’s touring, she'scomjJeting her 
MFA in musical theater at San Diego 
State. “We’ve heard that the Erst year of 
marriage is the hardest," Rory jokes, “so 
we’re skipfringit." 

L earning of Rory and Lukas' dou- 
ble-dose ofgood fortune, I began 
to wonder — how often does this 
happen? Is it realistic for young 







‘'THEY’RE REAL LEAD- 
ING-MAN TYPES— 
ROBUST, WITH CHARM 
AND EORCEEULNESS,” 


actors Id t-hink th^H be cast in promi- 
nentrolessoearlyin their careers? 

“It’s an unconunon break,’ says 
Charles Gilbert, who watched over their 
trainine at UArts. ‘All students dream of 
it in their senior year, but ifs nire, And I 
think both Rory and Lukas know that.’ 

Was it somethins specific about 
them that made it happen? “They’re 
real leading-man types — robust, with 
charm and force&lneas. We're always 
excited to see those qualities in young 
performers — they deal 't come by often." 
(Albert also acknowledges that the road 
is often easier for males. The gender 
breakdown in most plays &vors men, 
and 1^ contrast the populaticm in the- 
ater sdiools is often heavily female." 

So what counsel does Gilbert offer 
other students lookiiig to make a career? 
"We encourage them most of all to build 
relationships,' be says, to network." 

It’s a theme that comes up again in 
several conversations I've had witir 
local actoia. “The best thing Tve done is 
to get to know everybody whose work 
I admired,” says David Millstone, an 
actor who relocated to I^iladelphia 
not long ago. "When I first arrived,! 
networked my ass off — it really helped 
me get to know the Philadelphia the- 
ater community." 

Fbr local actress Amanda Schoonover, 
proaedvenetworking has helped her 
£)rge arery significant career in Ih illy, 
t come from a blue-collar family, and 
basically thatk how I approach theater. 
Tm ^ing to roll up my sleeves and get 
my hands dirty, and if that means I have 
to knock on eveiy sin^e then ter peiwn’s 
door, that’s what Fm going to do." Her 
door-knodtinghaslcd to collaborations 
with Theatre Exile, Arden Theatre Co. 


and many others. 

Some actors believe in making their 
own opportunities. For Miriam White, 
a performance class led her to cre- 
ate her own cabaret show.*I had no 
idea you could do something like that 
— develop your own work rather than 
audition for it. Itwas really thrilling, 
and the beginning of my entrepreneut^ 
ial spirit." Later. White and fnends 
founded Nice f^ple'IheatreCo.'It 
just sort of happened. We foimd a 
play and produced it, and the critical 
response was incredible." Nice People 
took over White’s life for the next six 
years. It’s no longer around, but, in 
typical form, she’s already launched 
new creative prefects. 

eanwhile, Lukas and Rory 
have contracts that take 
them through the spring. 

It’s possible the tours will be 
extended and they will continue, but 
more likely theyll be moving on. For 
Lukas, that means New York. “I got an 
agent — also through the UArta show- 
case — and Fm hoping that together 
we can find another cool adventure to 
go on." Rory looks forward most of all 
to the chance for him and Kati to live 
together in the same place. That may 
well be Philly — they love the dty, and 
both think it would be an excellent 
springboard for the next big thing 
But not just yet. For now, their tours 
take Rory to Gre0isboro,NXl., and T nkas 
toProvidence.R.I.Onwiththeshow ... 

(djbj^itypaper.nel) 

Formore in/ormaiion on lMkaMQndFnry,umt 
lukiupooKf.eom and rofydonotvnonUnoxom, 
orfollowdiom on 1\Mter.fdlukHheftranduJir, 
^rotydonovan. 
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SWEETBACK SISTERS 

Loofiing ftr a Fight 

2 These swinging, honky-tcrking BnxiMyn ladies 
fill their seccndrecord wiinleisly and funny lyr- 
ics. thoroughly country sounds and contemoorary 
attitude. Having a skilled guitar slinger I Ike Ross 

gilds theilly. 

BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 

TiiAr the High Root 

3 These senior statesmen of gospel graciously 
host major courtry singers — Jamey Johnson, 
Lee Ann Womack. Willie Nelson — on several 
tracks, taking lb down to the ground where all 
roots intertwine. 

SONESDE MEXICO 
ENSEMBLE CHICAGO 

Villa to I < ID I Dist«i u ut i <i.n j 

4 Popular music helped tell the story of the 
Mexican Revolution at that time and still 
provides a vivid soundtrack to the saga. Sones’ 
exquisite arrangements preserve the original 
eneigy while making re peatediistehihgajoumey 
of detailed dscovery. 


[ movies ] 

TOP 20 IN 2011 

>ATTACKTHEBLOCK 

No movie this year had a clearer sense oTselfthun British director 
Joe Cornish's debut feature, which went over what the hell happens 
when man-scarfing aliens crash-land in the London ghetto and begin 
terrorizing a scru^ tween street gang equally adept at the whole 
terrorizing thing. Sd-G without the genre gloating and action without 
the arrogance, At root the Bitxk begins and ends with startling preci- 
sion, the in-between making heroes out of kids who would quickfy 
jack yoin* wallet any other day . — DrewLazor 

> BOMBAY BEACH 

Philadelphians never got the chance to see this ^seBbindmgdoctHnan- 

an impoverished community on the edge of Califomia’s Salton Sea.. 

love-struck sutgecta doing interpretive dances. While Bombay Beach 
eschews traditional aignoaihestofilmmoking, its themes about 
humanity — at turns poignant, haunting, celebratory and heartbreok- 
iitg — areuniveroal,and ultimately unfbivettable . — Gary M. Kramer 


the daps, butBridesomids is Kristen Wiig’s movie — she used 
it to prove that she’s capable of cracking that SNL Not-Ready- 
for-Prime-Time ceiling, Wiig's got the game to be line leader, as 
evidenced by her perma-frowningAnnie, a neurotic unemployed 
baker blown into a tailspin by the nuptials of her best fnend, 
Lillian ( Maya Rudolph). It's the best ensemble comedy of 2011, 
but dtm't shortchange it byoverstressing the patronizing “girl 
powerr stotyline — it's just a funny-ass flick, period. — D.L. 

► CERTIFIED COPY 

A Zen koan in the guise of a relationship two-hander, Abbas 
Kiarostami’s first European feature explores the ever-shifting 

connection between an arthistorian and 
A fi jpnw,. anantiquesdealeneachprofessionally 

' JC andpereonallyinvestcdindistinguishing 

3SS T lICK, realfrom fake. Throughout the course of 

p6r*iOCl • a single encounter, Juliette Binoche and 

Wdiiam Shimell serve as intellectuBl 
antagtmista, ex-lovers, even a former husband and wife, though 
which and when are subject to endless debate. There's no definitive 
answerto the movie’s are-they-or-aren’t-they puzzle, but ponder- 
ing it is a true joy, — SamAdame 

► DRIVE 


S KLEZMAT1CS 


S SuchadeallTVwilscsIormoieorlessttieprice 
of one. preseiving (he conceri sound of those 


► BRIDESMAIDS 

Meliasa McCnrthy, who plays overweight^for-Iaughs sexual 
predator Megan in Paul Feig's comedy about grown women fight- 
ing like little giris once a white dress enters the arena, gets all 


Beginning with titles lifted framBisAyBusi/iessand neon-lit 
streets transplanted from Afiami VTce, Nicolas Winding Rcfh's 
terse action thriller streamlines the genre to its glossiest and 
moat violent extremes. Ryan Gosling’s blank-eyed hero ia 



[ action without the arrogance ] 



+ Top 20 Movies Of 2011 

McQueen-aB-Bodopath. but Albert BrookB'atyincal turn as a 
vidouB gongiBter is espedally memorable. — Shaun Brady 

> THE FUTURE 

Miranda Julyuses naivete as a weapon, foming the audience Inlay 
down its defenses and revisit the phenomenon of grown men and 
women shirkingadiiltrespoirsihitity without cynidsm or glib mor- 
alizing. Rather than ofiering an easy out, The Future takes stock of 
the profound consequences of biting to grow up while demonstrat- 
ing its creator's rapidly advancing maturity, — S, A 

> HANNA 

JoeWright's odd choice ofheroine. a ruthless, fragile 16-year-old 
assassin ISaoirseRortaiil trained to kill byher rogue-spy fatherlEric 
Banal in on isolated arctic cabin, is obviously what makes/fan/io's 
clock tick, but it's far from the only appealing aspect of the strong- 
eshcoolestmainslream release this year. There’s also the throbbing, 
super-rad Chemical Brothers score, Cate Blanchett’s turn as a sharp- 
dressed villainess obsessed with oral hygiene and Wright’s stage- 
crafty treatment oflocaticm, from dusty Moroccan oases to unsettling 
Griirun-themedflui parks in Berlin. It’s a remarkably unsubtle 
movie and the world is better and weirderfor it. — DM. 

> HIGHER GROUND 

Vera Fkrmiga's Rrst feature is an elegant exploration of religious faith 
anditsdiscontaits, based cm the real4ife experience of a former Jesus 
freak, Althaugh the him doeaiT shy from depicting the misc^yny 
inherent in the hippie evangelism of the 1970s, it doesn’t demcmize its 
bebevers.eitherlor at least not oil ofthem). It’s rare that any dfrectot 
let alone a novice, navigates such a complex subject so deftly. — iSlA 


>-HU60 

Martin Scorsese’s spectacular kids’ film celebrates the power and 
possibility of cinema. More than just sweeping camerawork, excep- 
ticmal editing and memorable performances, this captivating story 
— about a son discovering a message fimm his deceased inventor 
dad — gets at the ferce and myths of moviemaking. Scorsese wants 

kids, but it’s not kid stuff. — G.M.K. 


>THE INTERRUPTERS 

Seeking to make a difference in a brutal world. Ameena Matthews 
works with the Chicago group CeaseFire.whose efforts are at the 
center of Steve James and Alex Kotlowitz's magnificent documen- 
tary, How do they stop retaliations rather than engaging wrong- 
doers in endless punishment? Despite missteps and steps bade, 
despite the many times the Interrupters attend funerals and con- 
sole grievingparents, they try again and again. If they can stop one 
act of violence, they might stop another . — CindyFuchi 


>MEEK'SCJTOFF 

Kelly Reichaidfs near-silent Western is as sere as the desert in 
which its psrtyof settlers finds 
ll l1\/ I ICAC itBelfbst.TbepoKticsofthestory, 

JUly uses aboutgmndnotirmsofnew-world 

naivete as 

empire and the starkrealities of the 

a weapon. urifHendlyterrain, are obvious just 

imder what little surfece there is. but 
hardship make for a grueling sort of all^iy. — SS 


> MYSTERIES OF LISBON 


Raul Ruiz's final film is fiiUy possessed of an effortless mastery that 
only comes with asense of the valedictory. Sprawling overfour and a 
halfhoura, the narrative takes inflashbacks within flashbacks with- 
in hill hilea.playfiilly luxuriating in the joy of slorytelHng. These 
interwoven melodramatic yams ore by turns compelling and ridicu- 
lous, but the director conducts their retell! ngsymphonically, with a 
floating camera that eavesdrops like a ghost in the nx>m. — SS. 


>PROJECTNIU 

"Wouldn't it be exciting tn communicate with achimpand learn 
what it was thinkingT’ Professor Herb Terrace’s questirm is an 
enduring one. But if it once impeHedthe sartsoCexperiments'' 
cMiducted on subjects like Nim Chimpsky during the 197Cls, now 
it also raises moral and political concerns — for instance, how does 
"sdence" work, to whose benefit and to whose irrqjarable detri- 
ment? Antic and profound. James Marsh’s documentary exposes the 
intersections of human ambition and failure, insight and arrogance, 
regret and ignorance. — C.F. 


> RESURRECT DEAD: THE MYSTERY OFTHE TOYbBEE TILES 

In Philly, there is no urban puzzle more pervasive than the 'Ibynbee 
tiles, penetrating our streets with their creepy, seemin^y nonsensi- 
cal cosmic message. The subjects of Jon Fby’s little doc that could are 


best 2011 S 
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TOP DANCE/ 
ELECTRONIC 



p so IT S ABOUT Bi be 201 2. and vihat does 
’'Dance/Electronic”mean?lsuretlon‘tltnow.PrBtty 
much all popular music s'dance’ muse al the 
momenLLetmepre^ettiisbysaylngthat! mostly 
sliirl(the'‘Dance/ElectR)nlc''tag,andthisisjustthe 
stuff i think was the hot shit In 201 1. 1 also smoke 
too much weed to be able to decide how to order 
things top to bottom, so skip around when you’re 
reading and pick your own ranking 



SHYSTIE I 

I ShystlehadagreatyearMthlotsof top-notch ^ 
material diopping. Including this free mixtape » 
— proving once again why she hasconsistently 0 
beenoneolthequeensof grime. ^ 

MERKYACE ; 

Coich Up ^ . 


2 Flaw, unadulterated grime. This shit Is ^eral. 

Sick productions and sick nows mark this nice 
release fmma number ot rising talents. 


JUICYJ&LEXLUGER 



Q The im pact rf both these cats this year is unde- 
O nlaple.and when they team up Ittspiseiy crush- 
ing. ‘‘Pills. Weed and Pussy' is all meed to say. 

DAMU 


4 iwas feeing thisR&B-iitfluencediefl-iMhcuse 
EPquiteabit.andwrienllcxkedbackalmyplay 
counts for the year, the killer title (tack had a lot of 
spins in my sets. 
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NEW YEARS DAY PAJAMA PARTY 

THE FUN STARTS AT 3PM ©TATTOOED MOM 
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a man ot all the people, and his new collecton 
of songs is righton fime torthe 99 percent "No 
Banker Left Behind" states his opinion in bl jnt 
farcetiauma. 
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Shadow and Uglu 1 1 Ci>ii p.\ 55 i 

7 Do we need more songs about theldsh immi- 
gration experlence?WhenJohnOo^ewrites 
and sings them the answer is an enphatic yes. 
Thinking abouttheCivilWar? Doyle remindswhat 
that looked like for the newly arrived, along with 
many other insightful reflections. 

MARIA MULDAUR 

8 Folk revivalist Mukfaur sings the blues and 
shouts somegospelon the lovely Sfead/Loie. 
QuotingMenitabelthecat'Thereisilfeintheoid 
dame yet." 


9 Yes, a seasonal collection, but there are tew 
overlyfamillarsongsamongCutling'soriginals 
on Songof ScVsfKe, which gives voice to ahernate 
rellgiositywithrefereiKestoanclenthonoringsof 
the cycle of the seasons and one's own life. The 
arrangementsare spare and acoustic with plenty 
of Celtic harp.Pmg mckroyal Annie Hasiam makes 
aguestappearance. 


DAVID OLNEY 

H AMotafull-lengthCO.butthesedarkstories 
I UandthelrperfeclsmailjeweisdcoDljaz; 
must be honored lor offering fasdnatlnglistening. 
both lyrically and musically. 

lm_afmsiiDng&citypaper.nel) 


Center City | Fitter Square | Manayurk | Oueen Village | Old City | South Philly 
King of Prussia | Conshohocken ] Northern Uberties 


* Even tltougnll'aalmesl 2012, M’nailrallingcitf our 
favodlB songsoHOIl alatKaiMf.mU:fKc 3 lmase. 






arts & entertainment 


McKinney serves as 
a fiqure for the rest of 
us to wonder at. 

responsible for teeing up the As to all those under- 
foot Qs. and does an exceptional job warming 

us up to them. Caitered on Justin Duerr, whose 
dogged fasdnationwith the Ibynbee mystery dou- 
bles as a looking-^ass peek into the local artist and 



muchmoie personal than a doc of its nature should 
be — and that's acompliment Of course, Duerr 
and his cohorts cracking the case once and for aS is 
exhilarating on its own. — DJ^ 

>THESKINILIVE IK 

PedraAhnodovai'sbest since At/ About My MofAer 
entwines its parallel narratives with a master's 
grace, circling back and reconfiguring inddenta in 
ways that profoundly change our understanding of 
them. He forces us to look beneath the surface, per- 
fectly encapsulating the film's theme that things, 
and people, ore often not as they seem. — S.A 

> TABLOID 

“Dogs and diildren love me,' says Joyce MclCnney. 
“They don't read tabloid papers. They love me for 
me.'In asserting there is a “me' to love, McKirmey 
sounds like everyone else who believes she has a 


consistenC, legible self visible 
for all to see. But as she makes 
her assertion in Errol Morris' 
incisive look at celebrity and per- 
sonality, ego and performance, 
it's not BO dear that this belief 
holds up, for heroranyoneelse. 
McKinney serves as a Ggure for 
the rest ofus to wonder at, even 
as we warder at ourselves for 
wondering — CJ>'. 

>TAKE SHELTER 

Quarrels are still being fought 
over tbeend of JeffNicbols’ sec- 
ond feature, featuring Michael 
Shatuton as a man who's either 
a paranoid schizoi^rrenic or a 
pro phetofihe apocalypse, or 
possibly both. But resolving 
the question of whether his 
Cassandra syndrome isjustified 
dive Its from the movie's exquisite 
portraitofa marriage in crisis, 
andtoted by Jessica Chastaiin as 
Shannon's urKomprehending but 
nonetheless devrrted wife. — iSA. 



THREE WISE MEN 


THE ABSTRACT FORMS OF PABLO PICASSO 
& WENDELL CASTLE/HIOEAKI MIYAMURA; 
RECENT WORK I ThrvughFeh.iS./mWrxkrGalkiy, 
201 N. nMSL.2IS-923-7030.irrxlcrgaUiiy.com 

»■ WITH THREE SHOWS in three mediums, Wexler 
Gallery should be just ri^t to spark conversation 
amongthe most curmudgeonly or blase ofout-of- 

Even people who know not hing about art history 
will find the Picasso works or paper — lithograph, 
etching and Hnocut jxdnts, rzrost depicting a soH- 
tary female model — familiar (perhaps exces- 
sively so). The earliest, TSledeFemme: Madeleine 
<1906 1, is a pleasant, straightforward studio study. 
Cubist-influenced Surrealism dominates work 
from the MZds'.Brrtmii de Jacqueline Accoudie. 
au Coffier <1959), a linocut patterned in browns 
and black, is the most impressive. 

Wexler felicitously pairs Picasso on the walls 
with furniture by Wendell Castle. Although 
Castle is much the younger — and still living 
— artist, his formal Modemistvocabirlary of 
simple curves and cbuntQ'jirxtapasitions could 


scarcely hovecome into being 
without artists like Picasso, 
Castle is an important figure 
in the furniture aspect of the 
studiocrafts movement, which 
began a half-century ago, The 
work here is recent, bulbously 
organic and often, as in the Sun 
King side cantilevered chair, 
distinctly humorous. 

Brocaded surfaces and 
minimal forms make Hideaki 
Miyamura's porcelains the 
most exciting work in the gal- 
lery right now. The contrast 
between the controlled acci- 


dents of poured and dripped 
glazes speckled unpredictahly 
with flower-like crystals — not 
to mendmi the artist’s fine- 
tuned con tiol of the potter’s 
wheel — is a stunning technical 
achievement. As a sculpture, 
Stop with Gold Gfaze,a96-inch- 
long diminuendo of perfectly 
calibrated bowls, is impressive, 
but many will prefer the extrav- 
agance of Bottle with Sea Foam 
Purple Glace. Okay, curmud- 
geons. discuss. 

fr_rfcc@:itypoperneW 



THE UNIVERSITY OFTHE ARTS 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 


UArts Spring Information Session 



Wed., Jan. 11, 2012 | 5:30 -7:30 pm 

Secure a rew position, transiiior into a new industry, or keep design skills 
cgrreni- Teke thefirst step by learning sPout UArts Continuing Education’s 
courses and certilicaio programs. 

Attendees are eligible for a 10% tuition discount for one new spring 2012 
CE course. (New students only. No reiroaotive refunds wilt be given./ 


Terra Hall I 211 S. Broad Street 
(Corner of Broad + Walnuts 
9th Floor, Room 905 

RSVP by Friday, January 6: 

ce@uarts.edu I 215.717.6095 

Meed Directions? Goto: 
cs.uarts.edu/campus-map-directions 
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i GATHER 'ROUND 

; FOR PHILLY'S 

I BIGGEST 

I EATING COMPETITION 

I WING-OFF 

j 


+Top Dance/ Electronic 
• < <'OxmjpafrcmpBool& 



ARAABMUZIK 



5 This Dipsel producer murders everything 
he touches. I said he murtlerseKrytning he 
touches. Cheesy ParKe Nipped through the mind 
and fingersot an MPC virtuoso. Only somethingso 
wrong can come out so righl 

STARKEY 


JANUANY 3 • THE REFINERY 

AT SUGARHOUSE 
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 5:SORM 
6V6NT STARTS AT 6:1SPM 


6 My homeboy is urstoppable. Trust that . A real 
hangup of a release with an even spread of 
Instrumentals, vocals and remixes — that are all 
excellent Phllly'sflnest 


Hosted by WIP s MARC 
FARZETTA and former 
Philly bas^ll pro RICKY 
BOTTALICO, the Wing-Off is 
your chance to earn a spot 
C to the Wing Bowl 20 Final 
d Wing-Off on January S'"! 

\ Not hungry? Cheer on your 
2 favorite competitor from the 
: Wing-Off Fan Zone! 


S K'GIA 
hOu S 


R 

E 


CASINO 


1; PHILLY LOVES A WINNER 

i FREE VALET AND SELF-PARKING 
t ON DELAWTARE AVE. 1 MILE NORTH 
<3 OF BEN FRANKLIN BRIDGE 

i sugarhousecasino.com 


GAN'f "IGPROBIK'!:' 

; ■ I ].800.GAwr'”- 


KASTLE 

Time Tmixler 

7 SedusiasisIsmylahel.Werxily Sign music that 
we love. This EP Is passionate and thougnt- 
provokingdancefloor music onafuturegaragetp. 
It will move you. andl'm proud to have released 
It. Look for more exceptional music from Kastle 
In 201 2. 

y/A 

8 a slew of forward-thinking electronic sounds 
fiom NorthAmericanattisls.Thlsistheklnda 
stuff that gets me throu^ annoying paperwork. 


MACHINEDRUM 



Q Juke-inspiredsounds have tieeneil the rage this 
9year, and the always excellent Wachinedrum 
turnsoutan Impressive affair of surgingsynths and 
pumping rhythms 


CLICKS&WHISTLES 

CremSerry Goom 


^ ^ This one really pul these guys Oh the map. 
I U and damn If I don' t often find myself hum- 
ming ine'Cianberry Goose' melody. Thealhum Is 
at once both soulful and banging. 

igair79ecitypaper.net) 


* Gait 'Mv/9'MarlungcUmV; DJ ligtie cotimr etiarf 
makatcit/paf>at.mL 



ice 


ByA.D.AmoroSi 


THISWASNTQOINGtoendwell, 2011. It just 
couldn’t slump away or leave in die shadow of 
night, right? No. It was like a coked-up drunk thut 
stumbled mtoThttooed Mom's on a dead empty 
Tuesday night and wouldn’t leave until it was good 
and ready to stomp and storm out Mean stuff The 
weird Riiludelphia Decemherpop-cuk news cycle 
wouldn’t quit being curiously corrupt. As ifass- 
fudungthe Philly School District wasn’t enough. 
Arlene Ackerman had her hands out for a few 
doQarsmore.By Christmas'endlwound up liking 
Andy Reid less than I UkeMicha^ Vick. And I 
hate Vick. Trafiic judge Willie Singletary alleg- 
edly showed penis pictures to a co-worker, ^^ather 
stud John Solaris showed nudiepix to a writer 
for Playboy. With these last two items, I can hear 
George Costanza saying, "V/aa that wrongT’ and 
the answer now seems uncomkally clear. Jerry 
Sarvdusky and the entirety of the Penn State 
crew wreaked the irbrand of exploitative evil 
and madeameanmodeety of the judidal system 
in the process, and there was the sad talc of BUI 
Conlln. There were all the ITi illy people who died, 
but we’ve got a whole isue on them coming next 
week, so why should I spoil your gloomy fun trying 
to guess our top-rated dead? OK. Enough crepe 
hanging horn me already. We had fiin and laughs, 
too. And some of our fun just came down to the few 
good thin^ that Philly could point to in 2011 and 
say, ‘Ah, that was sweeL'TVasn’tit? >• We teamed 
to love the Chinatown watering hole Hop Siig 
Laundromat and its singulariy named owner/ 
operator LAo because he rehised (still refuses asof 
this writing) tn dole out names, dates and other spe- 
cifics ofopeningUke so many other Phoodie entre- 
preneurs. Know the old adage where you don’t buy 
the milk once youVe finked the cow? Lde wasn’t 
going to letyou fiick his cow. Instead he toyed with 
thebull. let me and several other local scribes in 
on the very best inib,yet all off-the-record, and 
kept his hidden-in-plain-si^t bar in the headlines 
without ever opening his door. I even got asked 
by one editor about whether or not he was real 
Man. if only hewasn'LThat would be even more 
amazing > Nobody Ekes Comcast Not even the 
NBC network that Irt the Riilly behemoth buy 
them outon^ to have 30 Rock make sport of the 
provincial Kabletown mi the same day NBC’s 
employees met with new boss Sterre BLS-ke.Yet 
ballsy-credit-wbere-aedit is due: WTien Oprah 
Winfrey showed up at Comcast PhiUy’s tower with 
a greedy ca A grab for her failing OWN cable ne tr 
work, the suits shut herout quickerthanCUfTLee 
ever could. Man, Ih<^ Brian Roberts pulled a Dr. 
Evil and stroked a cat white he did it. > No doubt 
I’m proud ofWar on Drugs and The Roots for 
making those highly not able-to-nulioii:il-imilia 
new recordings I S to vKB Ambient and undun 
respectively). Butcaniget ahuzzah lurQemlnl 
Wolf andils earSnake label fbrdropping itshaz- 
i^epic /nffn/teSandDunes. its doubly grand 


multimedia opere Pangaaa: 
When the Continents Were 
One and a chapter from its 
post with RobiM Ready In 
dedication to the electro-sound 
ofRobots in Disguise and the 
late, great John Plunkett. Also 
out in 201 1 in dedication to one of 
the area’s great innovaters ( the 
late Jason DiEmilio)is Where 
the Sands Turn toOofdfrom 
the avant-orchestrated Aajsa 
Plane. Robots, Azusa and little 
else made the Philly "OOs worth- 
while. > I know you’ve been 
scared of the Readng Viaduct! 
Eraserhood area and had to 
look for several additimial rea- 
sons to head to Prohibition Tap 
Room and PhlaMOCA.Well. 
Trestle Inn.Lkiderground 
Arts and Union Transfn* gave 
you those reasons in 2011. And 
while we're at it, a big yay to 
Avram Homik for making the 

See you on 
the other 
side. 

gravythattumed the Spaghetti 
Wamhoise Iwith Sean 
Agnew I into something viable 
as well as buying (and open- 
ing eventually?) long-dormant 
live rooms sudi as Ortlleb's 
Jashaus in NoLibs and South 
Broad Street's Boots Saddle. 

> Speaking of South Broad, 
we've loved so many restaurants 
that opened in '11, but tally one 
seems to have beat innovative: 
Tashan and its truly modem 
Indian cuisne. Let’s htqie they 
get the customers they deserve. 

> And here's to my fave local 
trendaf2011 where everything 
old was new and best again— the 
Barley Bros.' newly reopened 
Shane Confectkxiery in 

Old City, Midtown Village’s 
Portofno becoming a 'AOs 
Palumbo's-like Wtolnut Street 
Supper Club iind the return 
of I^tendaiy Philly brands 
Pine Bros, cough drops and 
Ooldenberg's Peanut 
Chews. See you on the other 
side. > Ice comes in cube form at 
citypaper.net/criticalmass. 

lajomorasilSdtypaper.net) 






BUY 3 OR MORE SHOWS FROM THE 
11/12 SEASON AND SAVE UP TO 15%! 




AnnenbergCenter.org 215.898.3900I3U 

Tickets start at $201 


RESEARCH 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 


The PAREXEL 

We are recruiting 

The study involves 

For more information. 

Early Phase Unit, 

the Fallowing 

one screening visit. 

please visit our webale 

located at Harbor 

populations. 

one in-house stay 

www.ballimoretrials.CQm. 

Hospital in 


of 9 days 6 mghle 

crconlsclue loti free al 

BuUnriure, MDIs 

< HedUliy Non 

and 7 uuipalienl 

1-80Q-3A5-8TD7 

currenlLy seeking 
Voltinleers 

lii'ioking Mates 
• Healthy Non 

visits. 


(0 participate 

Smoking Fsmales 

If you qualify and 


in a cUmcal 

of nori'Child 

complete the study 

Please reference study 

research irialto 

bearing poieniial 

you may receive 

ft 205773 

evaluate a new 
Investigational 
mBdicafion. 

• Ages 18 • 55 

up Id S 4.66C.C0 in 
compensation, 

PAREXEL. 


+Top20 Movies of 2011 

Coogan and Brydon 
are like a crabby old 
married couple. 

TINKER TAILOR SOLDIER SPY 

It's not necessaiy to follow the Cold Wur intrigue 
ofTomuBAlfrcdsons LeCarrd adaptation to 
epjoy this film. In fact, it mi^t even get in the 
way.Lessa taut thriller than a languorous mood 
piece. Tinker Ihilor Soldier Spy basks in the tex- 
ture of windonless warrens and wood-paneled 
rooms, harking back to the days when the future 
of civilization hinged on the actions of balding 
men in ill-fitting ovensats. Headed by a fabu- 
lously withdrawn Gary Oldman, the movie’s cast 
suggests that the United Kingdom has a back 
bench of brilliant character actors that the U.S. 
can’t begin to equal. — filA 

>THE TREE OF LIFE 

Terrenes Mahek's interstellar leaps from pereonal 
past to the hiBlory of the universe threw off many 
viewers, but the reclusive directoi^s expansive 
memoir vividly captures the elusive and mysteri- 
ous process of memory in all of its disconnected 
faces and half-recalled utterances. Without 
laboring the point, Malidc ilhistrates the recon- 
textualizing of diildhood fiom a distance of years, 
resenting, forgiving and ultimately understand- 


ing a father's harsh treatment. 

If a sometimes embarrassingty 
literal spirituality is the price to 
pay for such nakedly felt emo- 
tion, so be it. — &B. 

> THE TRIP 

Plotless but far from pointless, 
MirhaslWinteibottom’s BBC- 

Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon 
loose in northern England’s best 
restaurants, with only their wits 
and due ling celebrity impres- 
sions to guide them through 
each mod-cuisinetemple. Fully 
dedicated to Flaying exagger- 
ated man-child versions of 
themselves, the British come- 
dians do ‘about to kill each 
other’better than most crabby 
married couples, but their oomic 
onc-upsmanship is consistently 
tempered flashes ofhuman 
sincerity. Hie preparatitm of all 
the incredible-looking food is fas- 
cinating, too, even when Coc^an 
compares soup to snot. — Dd.. 




[ calabrations ] 


arts & entertainment 


] MIDNIGHT SMACKS 

I Getsomesugar on New Year's Eve. 

• By Josh Middleton 

Q esides getting belligerently tanked in a sparkly outfit, find- 

i ing someone to smooch when the clock strikes 12 is a noccs- 

I sity on New Year's Eve. Folklore states that the person you 

* lip-lock at that magical hour is the one you’ll spend the rest of the 
- year with, so weVc rounded up a few typc-ccntric events where 

I you'll be sure to nab just the honey )niu'vB been searching for. 

1 ►FUNNY FOLK 


people sit and wait to be entertained — this is not going to be that." 
10 p.m., $S donation.Arch Street UnUtd Methoditt Church, 55 N. 
Broad St..2I5-5e8-6250. fdeebooh.com /AV4AP. 

► CULTURAL CHOWHOUNDS 

Dinner theater sounds so classy — especially if you say it in a British 
accent — but the atmosphere shouldn’t get too stufiy at Without A 
Cue's NYE production of Asaaasinotion Idol. Playwright and group 
founder Trad Connaughlon says IhcAmencan Idol spoof follows five 
TV talent show “cuntostonts in varying degrees of crazy" as they fig- 
ure out who ofTd one of their fellow competitors. Indudcd in the pack- 
age is a free cocktail and a menu featuring entries like Black Angus 
filet mignon with onions and mushrooms and Bounder fillet with 
jumbo lump crabmeat and asparagus. 7 p.m, #79.99, Fisher's Tudor 
House, 1858 Street Road, Bensalem, 215-244-9777, psherstudor.com. 


z If you’re hot for someone who’ll make you laugh, hit up former Late 
Night with Jimmy Fallon Line writer Anthony Jeselnik': 
standup show at Hehum. His lato performance feature 
champagne toast and free ticket to an upcoming show. 

Past- Word on the street is tliat the cute-for-a-comediai 
Jeselnik is freshly single . Aim high, ladies. 10;30 p. m., 

S3S-S66.S0, Helium Comedy Club, 2031 SansomSt., 

215-496-9001, heliumcomedy.com. 

► OPEN-MINDED HOLY ROLLERS 


Need a little hallelujah in your life? That and a roomful of 
"amensr will abound at A Spiritual Extravaganza, a high-onergy 
event hosted by PhiUYs “radically inclusive” gospel choir, A Voice 4 
All People. Director and founder AnOmali says the point of the “big 
ul' love fest” — featuring music, spoken word and interpretive dance 
— U to get everyone on their feet celebrating. "A concert is where 


ik's ► OFF-THE-RADAR Gi 

WebearttheGa 

01 

flash. In Frar 

■ planners are 

ing n wine fou 
a money drop 
ofdollarsi inbe 
Gurls. “That way 


We heart the Gayburhood, but if the chance comes to party 
with homos outside of that itty bubble, we’re there in a 
flash. In Francisville four tri-state-area LGBTQ party 
planners are hosting New Year’s Eva 2012,featur- 
fountain, tunes by DJs Dior and J Starr, and 
money drop at midnight. “We’re putting (hundreds 
of dollars! in balloons, ” says organizer Senoj of Material 
Gurls. "That way people will focus on popping (them) 
instead of hogging all the cash." 10 pm., $20-S30 (door only). 
Arts Garage, 1533 Ridge Aue , 616-422-5564, materialgurls.com. 

► BIG BALLERS 


billed as a five-in-one affair with parties 
at PYT, Gunners Run, Raw, Kings Oak 
and GIANT. The 20,000-8quare-foot space 
will bo draped by a tent so you can mill 
warmly bolwcon the restaurants and stage 
area where local rock group Steamroller 
Picnic will play If you’re into big balls, look 
toward the Jumbolron around midnight, 
whore the/11 televise the Times Square 
festivities. 9 p.m., $110-$I7S (weut list 
only). Piazza at Schmidts, 1001 N. Second 
Si., atthepiazza.com. 

► SDULCATS 

For the romance hounds, Break Bread 
Projects is hosting The LVRSLane 
Tlie sexed-up indie-soul night features 
silky-smooth out-of-town crooners Rocki 
Evans and Chris Turner, but we’d save 
our makeout sesh for the performance by 
local soul group UCity. who'll be there to 
promote their latest album, Grey Matter: A 
Love Compoxthon . Side note: You're totally 
gonna get laid. 10 p.m., S19 S20, V/orld 
Cafi Live, 3025 Walnut St., 215-222-1400. 
worldcafelive.com. 

(josh.middleton&citypaper. net) 



Renewal 

Andersen 


PAYMENTS AS LOW AS Q SAVE 20% ON YOUR 

$104 A MONTH! 


offer expires 
Aug. 31, 2011 


The windows you've always wanted for monthly 
payments as low as $104\ 

Never before have we offered finanang this great! Irt our current economy, 
some folks have put off replacing their windows, but with monthly payments 
as low as $104, you can't afford to put it off any longer. This will be the winter 
that your home will be warmer, and your heating bills will be lower 


''.mvERiN 

AS^toWAS 


Your new windows could cost less 


than your monthly cable bill 

TLJC eiDCT TfMJie et/CD ^ 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER 


Book your FREE Window Diagnosis now, before the fail rush. 


1 - 866 - 730-3183 


' GreatestWindowNow.com 






Celebrate 


a 

'**■ set-^ 

gj_ 9-3®^*^ for rese: 

215-923-1313 or barfcrdin 


«tr.H Life ^ 

1/B FHICE 

FROMe-10 AVfON 


* ■— " w^SS| 

TOAST 


DMm® ^KSSl! 
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS TOR THEATERS AND SKOWTIMES 


■ ■ ONE OF ^ 
1 H£B£Slb 

FILMS or THE YEAR 


HSBETHKAMAItVELOUS 
POP-CULTURE CHARACTTR. 


STRAN6ERAND MORE COMPLEX THAN THE AVERAGE SUPERHERO 

AND HMlIlfHtMtMHIIX USUAL IDY WITAIIS ANI«IMM(*Mltt 

SHE IS AN OUTLAW FEMINIST EANTASY'HEROINE; 


LISBETHSALANDERIS 

ONE OETHE GREAT HEROINES 

RFDFTLCilYL FiCriOH. AS IlFFEIINT FISH MISS MARNLCAMatHIF 

CRANK IS TO A NICE CUP OFTEA. ON TO 
THE GIRL WHO PUYED WITH EIRE; PLEASE!’ 


movi ©shorts 



4 CONTINUING 

THEADVENTURESOFTINTIN I B» 

It would bo AtroUTung ItiingH Uissy that Stevoo Spiolborg’s 
motJrulaua Tnmposil.ianAarolhoequivalenl ofiloigd's 
lamauA "diar luio" stylo, but botweou the ■Dovio'A graphic 
urigiiuand l.ho labur-UiU-naveproceuornKAicn capluro. 
TYntm tumaoul. b» b mBator cIb» in cineiuatic aaBonblago. 
'Hu* atcry ia awcL'ping, b cuntinont-apanning advonturc 

(Jamie Bdlland hia perpoluBlsidokick.ahip^ captain 
Haddock (AndyScrkia), inatardiofloalahipa andaunktm 
Iroaaure.Butaa Iho drunken Haddock (racoahialaimJy 
line bock gomra lions and across continenls. it bococnos 
clear that Ike ritkes Lhey seek are not so much material as 
they are genealogicab George Remi, whose pea name comes 
from the phcneLic pronundalioo of bis initials reversed, 
washimself the product LjEa family whose tangled Uuodline 
was shrouded in mylh, so it makes sense that Spielberg, 
the child ofdivorce, would be drawn to the subject. 

— SamAdams 

THEARTISTIB 

Alovo letter to silenL cinema, Michel Hazanavicius'Uack- 
and -while non-lalkie is ashallow but heUaaousIy eiticyable 
voyage into Ihe pasl . As (oeorgeVakaiUn, a afleni screoi 
legend who has no idea his medium’a days are numbered. 
Jean Ihdardinhas Errol Plynn’a magiietic charm. William 
l^iweiragracoand tho blithe cockinrss of Gtaie Kelly in 
Siiifim'in thf Rom. Ilogiveea kg up to the aptly named 
EApppy Miller (Bdrdnice Bsjol, not knowing that when sound 
lakes over, Ihe cafTinnaled flapper's fame will rapidly ecUpse 
his own. HazanavidushosB feelfortheeasy comedy ofsilenl 
frlmirnotils artistic scope; the movie mourns Ihe death of its 


— 5LA. (KiieFhc) 

BEING ELMO: A PUPPETEER’S JOURNEY I B 
Elmo represeots love, says Kevin Claah ofbis self-made 
world flfendluss hugs and kisses.Therriulelolhalrepre- 
senlalion is re mark ably smooth in Constance Marks and 
Philip Shane’s superfUial. sweet dorumoilary that tracks 

along the way, yet R>r the most part (he movie kn-ps to Ihe 

innocence part of Kevin that 1 think he always wants to 
be,''sayspuppeleer Bill BarTetta,‘'bul people would think 
he was crazy if he did it all the time.’’— Oru/y Fucks iRUz 
atthcBaurse) 

THE DESCENDANTS I Be 

Although it’s laced with underslatedbumop TheiTcsccn- 
don^ ia Alexander Payne’s first ’’serious' film, which 
is mtse a matter of tone than thematic hrVL George 
Cloone/s performance ia almost entirely inward-focused, 
a study in slowly thawing withdrawa];iL’sacauanlo 
hia turn in last year’s TkcAmcricon. only without the 
arl-hnuse abslractiun. There’s perhnps a fail loo much self- 
constious maturity here: THtyne's ezpluring new territory, 
but it also feels like he’s holdi ng himself bsck. allempling 
to evolve through rcpreaskia. The lUiii couM have been 
livelier without slrsying too Glr from lUcanmendable 
nuance. -5jL.fRtfzF/ee) 

THE GIRLWrTHTHEDRAGONTATTOOIBe 

With Daniel Craig as di^acedmiickraker Mikael Blom- 

kvisiand Rooney Mara os multiply pioted investigator 




Liiib«*Lh Sal&nder. David FiDCfaer's 
Hollywood remalteofStieg Larsaon's 
inlmiaticnal beat-sf Uvr ia aa «iM 
end imli>r|:ivingaa a Scandinavian 
wi nlar. Although il’auyled aaa 
Ihri Her. Dragon ThOoo ia more akin 
to a horror movie ihal bhngaiU 
prot.Bgoniala face Co lacewilh Ihoir 
doepeal fiara. For Liabelh.whoao 
mule boat ility auggeau a lifetime of 
bc'l.rayal, it'a being raped al (he handa 
of her ala te-appoin led guardian. Fur 
Mikael, it'a Invealigaliaglhe decadea- 
pasl diaappeamnce of a Swediah 
indualrialial'a dau^t IT. which ateers 
him toward the famfly'aNazi liea.Ha, 

but the parallel doesn't reaona(e.Tlie 
skeleton ia there, but it hasn't been 
Qesheduut. — SA. 

HUGOlBe 

Martin Sromeae’a depiction d* film- 
making pioneer Georges Melito is an 
effusion of umvintTolled paaskm and 
paralysing heartbreak, a late-night 
missive scrawled in the healofemte 
l.ionand destined lobe wadded up 
and loescd away in the mormngli^t. 
Adapting Brian Sdaiick'snuvH Thf 
[nt‘enIion ofllugoCabrri. Scorsese 
has fiiund a means to fully express 
his irrational and overwhelming 

there is an undeniable magic to the 
worshipful le-ereatiinsofMdibs' 
productions, and an electric wondtr 
when these still-entrancing films 
jostle theirway onto ascreea usually 
reserved fur ooly the moi^niailc^ 
speclaclts. — Shaun Bnxiy 

J. EDGAR I C 

Clint Eastwood’s penchant for sweep- 
ing out the dusty comere of bygone 
eras is dune no fovon by his bundling 

mort' myopic than biopic. Leonardo 
DiCaprio's Hoover is a Ivtilchy. odious 

Lante Black does well parsing the 
man's much -dissected preferences, 

Huoverand his suspected lover, these 
moments are in frequent, as Eastwood 

narrative to think about whether we 
care about thepeofdewbo comprise it. 
— DrtwLaror iRiUatlht Bauiae) 

MELANCHOLIA I Be 
U'Anlirhriti was Lata von Trier's 
anguished depiclioo of his own crip- 
pling deprewdon.whiih wassoeevire 
he couldn't hold a camera steady for 
years, Mef on cAofia is a folalistic rec- 

beauly, not unlike its palenkinned 


planet 'Sise central metaphor, build- 
ing lo a climax that puts the scope 
of modem Iheatirs to vigorous use. 
But fir a movie about losing ctBlrol. 
Mrlanrhniia sometimes exercises too 
much of it, — &A, fftitr a/ ihe Bourne) 

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE — GHOST 
PROTOCOL I B 

'This is really happening, isn't it?* 

Ethan Hunt (TomCruiselthe mo- 
ment the impi ausible task at hand 
com^ into tni^L focua. Yes, it's really 
happening, sun — a fourth dftssion: 
Imposaible. Directcr Brad Bird's first 
nun-animated feature is a vehicle for 
Cruise, whose career's been in the 
quiet car, Lo pidlleading-mnn rank, 
as wellas anoppartunity toahuck 
ahearlbeatbockintoa franchise 
sullied by 200 Cl’s awful sequel and 
2006’s passable follow-up, BirdtTAc 
Inrrtdihlea.Ralolouilh). whose 

applied lo flesh and blixxl until nuvc 

Cruise uriginal,Theirmlasi<xi. which 
they choose to accept, b^ins with the 
Kremlin exploding, adiversionary 
disaster terrorist ‘'Cobalt" is pleased 

IhUouKaw, remember IheColdWar?) 
forces the While House to enact 
“Ghost Protocol," nullifying its as- 
sodalion with the IMF, a move that 
leaves the agents with nothing but 
their wilsand pret ty fighting styles 
lo hall Cobalt’s sleody roll toward 
nuelcerapoealypse, ll'sadeverway 

fault y spy gadgets and paltry disguise 
budgets lhatstrips focus away 
fi-um loch gee kery and places it back 
on the loam dynamic. Most of the 
players, particularly the baddien.are 
cardboard, but to scream fur sincere 
character development is to discount 
the movie's potent cne-for-all peraon- 


THEMUPPETSIC* 

Growing up in a small town called 
Smalllown, Gary I Jason Segelland 
Wtd ter (voiced by Peter Linx) aie 
hrolherswhoVe conveniently biiided 
ovtTl.heirloveofrAr Afuppof.SAou) 
since chi Idhoud, Making Walu-r a 
Muppetisanoasyway togiveGary 

uncc- Ihe trio travels loCalifomialo 
lourl.hedilapIdalodMuppel Sludia 
whith they learn Is scheduled lo be de- 
mulished. Ihe pmblem is. WaltM^ is a 
codept-ndent whiner who's a total hin- 


drance on his brother's relationship 
his sole purpose being coaxing ekfor 
sistesman Kerrail (Sieve Whitmin-) 
into gelling the gong bark logeiher for 
a benelil show lo save Ihe bricks. Yes, 
puppelscanbeunlikable. D.L. 

MYWEEKWDHMARLYNiCe 

Colin Clark ( Eddie Kedmayne) is s wet- 

aiviet's The Prince and Ihe Slutcgiii 
who berimes Marilyn Monroe's (Mi- 
cfadle VWlliams) minder and tonfidant. 
WilhMoune’s mairioge lo Arthur MiU- 
er (Dougrsy Scott lake ady foundering 
it falls to Culin to act as her one- man 
entourage. Thera’sa fundamental im- 
balance between the high-wattage star 
and her no-profile hanger-on, one the 
movie does little to address. Ultimately, 
the movie uses Colin Lo gel. close to her, 
justlikeanyiSherhlflodsuokcr. -SA. 
iRiliolthrBourtel 

NEWYEAR’SEVEID 
FVilIowing hisploddingly ubviuus take 
on Volendnt’i Da,Y.GBiTy Marshall 
focuses his silcrxirs-r-yr'-vii'w on the 
hours leading up lo l.ht- Times Squsie 
ball-drupping.TheaJI-starcast plays 
out a thin gruel ofmawkish end -of-yeor 
yams, not one of which wouldn’t orop 
up half a dusentim^inanygiven'TY 
Land marolhun.'Ihe generic stereo- 
types are bad enough, but less forgiv- 
able is the fact that Marshall's vision of 
Manhattan is as white asllappy Days. 
Screenwriter Katbeiine Fugste makes 
sure eadi stixyline gets its heart-tug- 
ging speiech.snd a midnight toast nevn* 
came as surfi a relief. —SB. (Roxy) 

SHAMEIBe 

Michael FassbtndcT lakes on the 
roleurBrandcn Sullivan, ecoduure 
MsnhalLon cuecutivii whose serial 
spur! -fucking quickly reveals ilsrifas 
an insaliable compulsion. Brandon's 
rhythm is upset when his younger 

his apartment. Sieve MoQueenhasa 
weakness for pushing his points too 
hard.imtil they become freestanding 
works of their own; yet late in Shame, 
McQueen and co-wrilerAbi Morgan 
tilt Ihe story on its side, reveal- 
ing Brandon's addiction as a mere 

than poirrrding into Ihe ground. —BA. 
iRUiat the Bourse! 

SHERLOCK HOLM ES:A GAME 
OFSHAOOWSIA- 
Riibeit Downey Jr.and Jude l-aw 
n-tum for a I89I-sct IliJmrs sequi-l 

and prtmedilaled plans of allack, this 

Jamts Moriarlylilan'd Harris) and his 
jdansforwtrld destrucljon.Buleven 


the bleak fate of (he world can't bring 
dCMTD the mischievous Hobnas-snd- 
Watsuoduo. whose hromame gels 
even sillier in round two. A Game 
o/SAad<xesimtas fluid os Ihe first 
film, but direrUr Guy Ritchie’s visual 
efiects and ckwerly pmdireed she Is 


stinkersllbur//tgfi/iess)filedin his 
stouisrfitd gross-oirl cahinel, lands a 
pnnchsimewhere in the middle with 

screw-np Nosh (Jonah HiJII on an 
unsuspecting Manhattan with three 
children ofjxaviJege inhis baphoxard 
care. A fouled -up take on Adeenrures 
I n Bahysaitng. Ihe movie's at its 
St nngesi when it lets I till jusl. do 


his goober-fied. incredulous, vaict!- 
fluctualing thing. The Sitter goes 

siveet. It’s all lousilly lo be taken 
seriously.- Di. 

THESKINILIVEINIA- 
Antonio Banderas plays Rohen 
LedgardacosmeticsuigeoD obsessed 
with creatinga more duraUe ^vnlhetic 
replacement for human skin. His 
guinea pig Is a woman lEHenaAnayal 
who lives lucked in an upstairs rotm 
in his house, her body covered by a 
form-Gttingsuil and her lace encased 
in a frsnsbcenl mask.Walchinghn- 
extmor cells us litlJe;il’s Ihe way Ihe 
pieces fit together that reveals. The 
Skin /Lite /n is IVdru Almuddvadsbest 
' film in mrae than a decade, nmfidenl 
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Jff ^ ^ 4 GARY OLDMAN ..V' 

TINKER TAILOR 
SOLDIER SPY 

•BBCT laiJN roH JOHN TOIY SMON HAM 

CUMBERBATCH FIRTH HARDY HURT JONES McBURNEY STRONG 


BASED ON THE SOHNIeCARRt CLASSIC THAT REDEFINED THE SPY THRILLER 




Happy Hour 

Wednesday - Saturday 
5pm -8pm 
Sunday 

3pm - 5pm 

$2 domestic draft beers, $4 craft beers 
$3 appetizer plates 


Every Wednesday 

so you think you can dance at parx! 
5pm 


Every Thursday 

totally latin thursdays 
lotin music, dance ir^struction 
& live performances! 
9pm -2am 


dance the night away with your favorite 
50's & 60's party music.trivia & prizes! 
6pm - 10pm 


if you 
we’ve 
enter now o' 
for your char 


m 







-jv 









neuj VERR'S 
. BRSH ^ > 

Saturday, December 31 

j^^rlyr&frd parly package 

P' come enjoy open bar from 5pm - 8pm /I 
and a live performance by new yotk minule! 
^kopen bar includes house liquor, wine, 

draff beer & domestic bottles! '/ 

^ ticket, are.$40 in odrarce u c* 'he deck '' 

360 new year’s eve 

step into an epic new year from 9pm - 3am 
<'/ - with doni call me francis! 

'1 cash bar available until 2am. 

^ reserve your tickets today!_^^ 

ticket! are $40 In advance, d 


20 minutes from Philly 





S anddeepiyuoiutlliiig.williairliniaclic- 
« t.wiat that all but irquirea rppeal view- 
S ing. - -SLA mUzalthtBoarscI 


£ T1NKER1AILORSOLDIERSPYIA. 

H Betrayal nmaaarily Uea at the heart 
~ otanyapy novel, and il'aeapecially 
H the eaae when (healoiy cenlen un 


? AIfndiioii’s adaptation tfJohn le Car- 
J r^’a moatcelebratul booklracas must 
^ oftheoriginals labyrinthmeplotling, 
Z but the Swediahdirertorisltnsctai- 
p cemedwitb maneuveringeverytwiat 
S than with lingeringDawhatgelslust 
" at thuaeorDaaruada.DeceptJaDand 
^ subterfuge may be the tools the 
trade, but when alife is spent hiding, 
manipula ting, serood .guessing and 
looking OV9 one’s shoulder an inevi* 
table rot sets in. adeep-sei chill that 
can’t be shaken. Such is the case with 
Gary Oldman’s George Smiley which 
flnds the typically paasionale acttr 
choking his emotiona into such a stale 
of unreadable rcao-velhal he almost 

an early retirement lh)mhisNo.2 
spot at ’’theCtrcua’’tthejargoD-hlled 
tale’s nickname for Ml 6). Smiley linda 
hi msclf betrayed by the insl it utioD 
to which be’s pledged his life and 
loyalty, and by his wife, who’s left him 
fur another in a long strii^ of lovers. 
Called back in to service to flush 
outamde amidst theagetu^snew 
lea^ra. Smiley is forced to compart, 
mentalise his feelings and his smse 
of duty, however mi^mii^. Alfledson 
plunges the viewer into the midst of 
the spy trade with Utile hand.hold. 
jjj ing letting the audience get a fait lost 
\ in all the vharaciere. their fractured 

2 speak. FvUowinglheinlrigue.lhough, 
H isn’t as important aatakingin the icy 


yellows andsubmtrged emotions, 
which allow that heroes and viDains 
are just more false identities. -S.R. 
iRUiBohl) 

TOMBOY |A 

U’ssunimortime, and Jeanne 
t Malunn Idvana) and Laure’s \7joi 
I IJran I mulhir is dtstraetediy 



friend who mistakes her fera boy she 
lakes on the new role without think- 
ing it through. She renames herself 
Michael and. over the rest oftbe 
summer, sees how different life is for 
boys; ’They can take their ah irtao^ 
play socc^, flirt with girls.’The sisters 
hang on to thesecret.esploringthe 

lationship that shapes the storyline: 
Even as Laurels 'found out.' the film 
doesn’t resolve the dilemma of gender 
she'8a(unibl«lon.-CF: 

■fflETWILIGHTSAGA; 

BREAKING DAWN, RARTIIO 
'This is easily the shit tiest and moat 
lisllcas Tlitif^Atyet.Thecreepy 
wedding of vampire Edward! Robert 
Patl.insooland mouth-breatlung hu- 
man Bello (Kristen Stewart) beg) os 
the proceedings. Bella hopes they Ye 

Brazilian heneymoon ... and just like 
that, she's kicking around barelboi 
wilh a blood-sucking baby inside her. 

ofaigumenl.s shout the value ofUfe 
bet ween supernatural beings who 

action involving wolves growUng at 
each ulhcT, all the heavy liftingAa ting 
isn'Iegaled lo 20 12’sAiri 2. leaving 
us with no thing mure than Pat tin son. 
Stewart and Taylor l.autniT looking 
sullen. -D.L 


WAR HORSE I A- 

Alberl (Jeremy Irvine), the son of 
an Irish tenant farmer, reed ves a 
magniliceni foal as agift and bonds 
powerfully with the animal before it’s 
soldto pay his family's debts With 
the Great WarundtT way, the horse 

when iunew owner falls in bal.tle. the 
horse cl<at^f s hands, aiding French 
brothers in an alleniptloescape 
conscription and pulUng German 
artillery. It’s a magical story, the 
kind one bol.h anticipates and dreads 
Steven Spielberg getting his hands 
on, but it’s been a long time since his 

when to let it plsy out without com- 
ment has been so acute. Even John 
Williams, whose bombaslicscores 
lypicslly leave audiences with their 
ribs sore from prodding rises to the 
challenge, (Tailing magni ficent swells 
that fall somewhere between Aaron 
Cuplandand Wagner. From its on- 
Ihemose lit le to I he must souped-up 


since TVic Quief Man. V/arHarK is not 



willing to be led by the hand As he 
shilla from French farmhouses to the 

berg takes in the war from an ever- 
shifting point of view, although he 
does consistently flinch from the sight 
of bbod; it's a movie where oharactess 
disappear in a puiTof mustard gas 
rather than bring blown to shreds. 
Despite its high-gloss finish, it’s de- 
liberately, raleulaledly old-fashioned 
fllnunakingthat almost noons else 
couldpuU off. -SA. iRiUFive) 

WEBOUGHTAZOOIC- 

when Mall Damonand his adorably 
precoduus daughler stumble upon a 


prwise routine day of house -hunting. 
The title bu slip the outcome of that 
unlikely turn, but it would lake only 
;i few extra words to give away (Very- 
thing else that happens in CamtTon 
Crewe's plidding family dran.a. Life 
lesaons are leanted, ranantos are 
sparked, wounds arc healed, al I while 

selves reflected in the soulful eyes of a 
few caged animab. The set Ling nnl.u- 
rally oilers plenty of opportunities to 
focus on both kids and critters, and 
Crowe never misses a chance to fill 
the screen wilh c-ute. There’s a dying 
tiger, a shoulder-perched capuchin, a 
lovisid(E3)e Fanning, and Damon's 
afijrementioned daughter, who 
pushes the svise teskibr preciosity to 
irritating extremes. What is missing 
from this menagerie, however, is any 
sense of involvement: everything 
from the rarloonish zoo inspeelor to 
the retesquabbbs between father 
and sire gg^ng sun are played oul. 
with a byAhe-numbt'rs dts aehmenl.. 

wilh lilt bio do but choke back Lears 
as be remtsnbers his dead wife, bul. 
SrarietlJohansson is given nothing 
to work with ashiszookeeperflove 
interest. Indioa lively, even the 
soundtrack feds like Crowe 101, a 
mixtape tossed logethta* from familiar 
and often-reviidled parts. — S.B. 

YOUNG ADULT I B- 
The creative team behind Juno — di. 
recter Jason Rriiman, writer Diablo 
Cody — proposed a slighl.lydifTerent 
bent fiT their wirdy smart-ass female 
bad. YaungAdult't Mavis Gaiy (a 
rumpled, boozing, eye-rolling Charl- 
ixeTheronl is a glad-tobe -unhappy 
ghostwriter whose quickly unraveling 
lilegetsanulber jolt wh(vi she discuv- 


movie shorts 1 


( Pa trick IMtson ) had a baby. Deluded 
by h<T own latl reed level of urban 
sophisticalbn and batU'red bc'auty, 
Mavishtuds berk to that homel own 
with seduction onhremind. Reitman 
and Cody paint their coming -of-mid- 
dle-age portrait with a dark palette 
this limeouL bleaker comic twitches, 
neon-dappled nights. Uasd suburban 


+ REPERTORY FILM 

COLONIAL THEATRE 
2S7BridgtSl.,PhoenixviUe.6I0-917- 
122S, tberoloniafrAeofreTom. Ois 
Hardi IflSS.UB.. 131 min.l:‘All things 
biiogequal.rdratherhein (diiladri- 
phiB.'FK,Drt3ft9;4S/).m.. M. 

MEDIUM RARE CIN BAA 

7M1 Orrmmlou-nAtr..rrgrtllahlean- 
otriiy.com. ThaMumicofChanca 
1 1993. U&.9B min. t Two amateur 
garabbrs get in over (heir heads when 
they play with a group oThigh-roUent 
7^0.. Der. 29. 7pjn., $7. 




MANT HAVE BEEN POSSESSED BY ONE 
ONLY ONE HAS BEEN POSSESSED BY .MANT 


INVITES YOU AND A GUEST 
TO ATTEND AN 
ADVANCE SCREENING OF 


TO DOWNLOAD TWO 
ADMIT-ONE TICKETS GO TO 
WWW.GOFOBO.COM/RSVP 
AND ENTER RSVP CODE 
CITYYWXW. 
while MippIbzUd, 


IN THEATRES JANUARY 





FILM DISTRICT CityPSPGT 

r- 

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST 

■ ■ 

TO A SPECIAL 

■' • 

ADVANCE SCREENING 

lln tiI^LAND 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN AN 
ADVANCE SCREENING PASS FOR TWO. 

VISIT: 

/ ' JofBLDOD 
' ^“HDNEV 

VfWW.ClIYPAKR.HET/WIN 


TninrvTOn--r(Mm.-m-m°-— 


' DLVIL INSIQE 




THE DEVIL INSIDE 




[ in accordance with the mayan calendar ] 




THURSDAY 


[theater ] 

+ MOTHERHOOD 
THE MUSICAL 

Thw’s no be d lime U h onor 
mot.hen, ea holiday* or nol. 
SSnlhcrhoodlhcMueicot iaabol 
Lioket.Sue[^bwh'slong-nui- 
ntng musical at the Society I LiJI 
Playhouse, subtitled The Good^ 


the Bad ... anti the Laundry. 
lealunis nonsAhoamasa 
career womim and mum, Donnie 
I lammund as a stay -at -home 
mam.andKIIIc Mooney ass 



uinphs. Lisa Shriver's dynamic 
prcxluctiunis loaded with cute 



ridesan oxygen high, despite 
the ljustj Ged, and hilariousl 
ccmplaints about unruly kids, 
obliviom husbands, andnooslop 
uiJ that tdid ted much empathy 
Gnmamosl.ly female audimce 
tandme,al(aig with alltdegullti. 



Playkpaaf,S07S.EmlJ‘hSl.,il5-»}S- 


( theater/hlBtoiy } 

+ FIGHTING FOR 
DEMOCRACY: WHO 
IS THE “WE" IN 
“WETHE PEOPLE”? 

The National ConsUtuI Ion 
CenterisaGneplace for kids to 


leem about history; but it's alsu 
arobuat mntiibulor to Hilladel- 
phia’slheatcT scene. Through 
Jan. 1 6. the criginal play 
/or Drmoemey: WhoUlhr 'Wr'in 
■We the /V«p/c?nuu> in cmtjunc- 
Ikn with the tadubition about. 

(Timinalion at hoiw age'll as 
cnMUMSoveneesinWcrldt^hrll. 
Oidy in RiHaddphla, though, did 
a venue boating the touring ts- 
hlbit create a jday to bring these 
heroes to Hfe. Jorge Cousineau 
creates vivid pixgedliars that Uhl- 
rniiustp period pholtB, bid. it's SuH 
llcium's script. David Bradley's 
direction, and conunitied perfer- 
mances from three actors that 

real. Meanwhile, the NCC fea- 

^redomRuenganiLiiingNtwa, 
providing not only historical 


insighta. but demonslrallngUve 
ihealer'a power as adynamic 



Vnt^hJan rC.tMlS,A'sliKia/ 


(rock/ pop} 

+ CHEERS 
ELEPHANT/I 111 NOIS 

NottobeUxt in theyear-tnd 
lupin deluge is Afnnfs Wat urr. 
Ihc> oxc'ellent aophomoie uuting 
Gom Fhilly mcxl-pupdudes 
Cheers Elephant. A big step 
furwBid from their self-tilled 
200S debut, this album seta 
the band notching down the 
psyohedeUc fur z while leiining 
their apfroach to arrangement, 
bringing both songoaft and 
instrumental skiU intoclear 
focus. “Shark Attack" is bright 
and pepp^ with an irresistible 
guitar lead; the sing-along 
“Coino La Vida" will get yuu 

evay lime. The band’a 2012 
(bllow-upia reportedly in the 
can, so expect seme material to 
premiere during thia pre- New 
Year'ssel..Alaoon the bill 

Illinois, whose <)dda-and-sexla 

glad we found il.Tbe album 
wasaoft-releaaedin laleAu- 


gusl, and euitinues to deliver 
the band's trademark quirky 
melodies and exth-hy keyboard 
linesihal sit well alongside 
tasty 'OOsdisturiiim pedals, 
[jke Qicera, Illinois also has a 



ATncSi'i,i2etN. St-a/iS/bntAie ,S77- 
saa-aste.ratuuiyirvTidu.iiim. 


FRIDAY 


12.30 


[ rilin ] 

+ CINEMATIC 
TITANIC 

this Yell elide, you're obviously 
a dedicated MSTie.Myste/y 


Science TVafer 3000 re- 
mained popular on DVD years 
after it left cable TV in 1999, 
and its neat cn returned to 
full-lime movie rifnng. While 
three MSTSKvela start k 1 Birr- 
irax-Aveotheralums - Jeid 
Hodgson iJud Robinson), 
Trace Beaulieu (Crow T. Robot/ 
Dr. Forrest IT). Mary Jo P^l 
tPeari Fetrresler), Frank Con- 
nifflTV’s Frank) and J. Elvis 
Weinstein t the original Tbm 
Servo) — founded Cinematic 
Titanic in 2007. Hodgson and 
on originally jsttduced DVDs 
in a studio, but upon discover- 
ing how well their comedy 
played in concert, they've 
been releasing live DVDs ever 
since.Tbey ushered in 2010 
with back-tn-back-lo^ark 
movies at the Keswick, and 
CT ret urns to Glenside for the 
holidays with a leas-congealed 
schedule. On their menu arc 
lwoslicsaori97CB movie 
cheese: TheAitrol Fdctrr. wil h 
Stefsnie Riwers and Elke 
Sommer, and the 1974 Italian 
horror film Fhtnkenslein !r 





OPEN MON-THORS at 4PM | FRl-SUN at NOON 

1114FRANKF0RDAVE IBARCADEPHILADELPHIA.COM 

PM$d»lphi»‘t Molt Award Winning Brtwary 















SONOA."^ J 




CastU of Frtaks, starrins Rci> 
sasoBrazzi. 


Knuict7)iwtrt.t9ll/.K>uruk 


( bluoa/vwing ] 

+ MIGHTY 
RHYTHM KINGS 

Jim Pt^arty plays guitar in 
many silnatioru. Ilia band, the 
Tb7»benders?They rock. When 

thews, ifsmore acoustic/folk. At 
Twisted bell play electric 

Rhythm Kings, featur- 
ing Mehssa Martin on vocals. 
'Thlong the beat of swiztg and 
adding it to the power of the 
blues' is how FbgnrtydetlnM Che 
genre “We tty to loiA past Che 
obvious, digging a little deeper 
into the back catalog of artiste 
like the jailing] Etta James and 
B.B. King, but there is a fino line. 
You den t want to bo obsessed 
— you could end up being Civil 
War re-eoactorsr So count on 
an authentic sound — with 
upn^tbassthlikeVc^lmann), 


ns (Chuck Lindsay) and 
r (Bobby Michaels) — fivim 
nd chat plays the oM tunes 

their mastery of the style to 



SATURDAY 


12.31 

[iazz] 

+ JAZZ LEGENDS 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

IIow you wont to spend the end 
of Che world, in acrorduice with 
the Mayan calendar, is certainly 
worth considering now that it's 
less than n year away Of greater 
importance at present is bow 

Doom Era. If you don't need it 

spend it is Chris’ Jazz Cafe 
fur what pnsnises to be a grown 


person's groove with Philly’a 
jazcesl legendary all-stars. Pia- 
nist Tbm Lawton, with or with- 
out his IVio, is the answer to the 

the Bill Evans vs. Dave Brubeck 
question. On this New Year's 
Eve. Lawton will act as the loose 
melodic joint between two tight 

Barnes and Larry McKenna. 

Bop’s gentle musculah^ look 
(or sound) simple. With Lawton, 
it should sound like a dream. 
Now, it would be imaginable that 
on this hot holiday, this all-star 
jazz outfit would skate by with 
pc^mlar Hiilly favorites easy for 

mium package form). Don’t bet 


on it. 'Therell be smooth supper 
sounds fbreertoin Butlsaidthis 
nightislbr grown-ups. Stay lucid. 



( roek/pop/folk] 

+ G00D OLD WAR 

Me and Philadelphia folk-rock 
trio Good Old War got off on 


the agenda 


the wrong ftnt a few years Ago 
They wrote this catchy bttle 
rood smig with gentle nmuatics. 
pretty three-part hannociies 
and starkly strong luies like *I 
go crawling back to the city Hove 

erythmg. 'Then they went and 
called it 't^oney Island’ and 
stirred up the old PhiUy-NYC 
inferiority cMDplex. Fve settled 



could 1 not? These guys, alums 
of Unlikely Cowboy and Days 
Away write folky, classic-sound- 
ing St uff somewhere around the 
Intersection of Paul Simon. 
Matt Rxid and Belle Brigade 
Good Old War's new one, Come 
BocAAs Ram, drops in March, 
but in the meanUme, they’ve 
got this XFN NYE gig. Search 



BUTCH 

CASSIDY 


4-6 YEARS OLD 
DOMESTIC SHORTHAIRED CAT 

Hi. my nome s Dutdi I wa living on the streets end 
RAW5 rescued me I'm on mdependent g\j^. and I'd 
prefer o home wiiboor oihei pets I'd love losrorr 
501 5 wiTh Q family wfno'll kjve me forever Is ir you? 
Pioose come nroei me lo find ot/i 


way debut in 1967, its emphasis 
was on the tribal' element, an of- 
ten improvisational trek throu^ 
the true aitemative culture of the 
Aquiman age Teens of all races 
and sezual orienlations geared 
up for a psychedelic uprlsteofisr 
BoASmr in reaction to repres- 

their parents handed them. The 








Two Shows Plus Spectacular Five Coune Dinner 

lots of Music to Ring In the NewYi»i1 
Tickets on Sale New 


INTERNATIONAL COMFORT FOOD 

ECLECTiC AND INTIMATE WITH A TINGE OF ROMANCE FOR 26 YEARS 


IhERrSIHEMNO’ 


Mannequin' 

JUKEBOX ALLEN ■ 
THE GHOST STONE I 


]SIIT,f[B1»T7PIIISFEBSllTBPM 


Stee^^Sl^5fil^ 1/5 - Collie Buddz 1/21 ‘The Wanted 1/24 
Falling In Reverse 1/27 - Augustana 2/3 ■ Cody Simpson 2/5 
Chris Webby 2/17 • Every Avenue G We Are The In Crowd 2/19 
August Bums Red 3/3 • Jon Anderson 3/7 * The Saw Doctors 3/13 
OAR. 3/15 8 3/lB • Eisley 3A9 ■ Kasabian 3/21 • Excision 3/22 
Gotye 3/23 • Metronomy 3/28 • We Came As Romans 4/Xl 
Hot Chelle Rae 4/14 * Fun. 4/18 • Marillion 6A5 


DIAmUR 

HITCiTEriDAVIS 
fiKyiESIBCRT 
QFIIVEUVMIVI 
MEEUKITTY IIINIIIEW 

UflCWIIITEI JUINHWT 


Show them you 
loWG them... 


CITY RARER presents what to give 
and where to take your special loved 
one(s)this Valentine's Day. 

Showcase your restaurant or 
gift Ideas tomorethan380,000 
Oty Paper readers in our 

VALENTINE'S DAY GUIDE 

appearing on February 2, 2012! 

PUBLICATION DATE: February2 
SPACE DEADLINE: January 27 

For more Information: 215.825.2496 


- 


CELEBRATE 
i ^ WITH US ON 


u^'NEW 

( YEAR’S 
EVE! 

CHRISTINE HAVRILLA 








BAaac 3 rasf€?RA®i 


rffriV/.V^'rjl.’THVzr CBEieQiDO 


FOXY 
SHA2AM 
TUE* FE8 7 


tlE AQAM 

nrfrwnoR^ ANT 


at Tlie Balcony: 

P7^ Sksnking&MothIngprwrob THE HEAVY BEAT 
kIij ThchUhlen >Sunvjn Uglisi • Drakt City • Ryan Conrey 

GlittarCity Productions prascntsS 
mn FI*<hE(vgln*>Miuri«y>Lov«y;2U 
-aikdown Pro-Show Party Tl 
iSySgcpriM 'Glocca Horra 'F kIs •McCIm:]! ' 
Era AGOODOLDFASHIONEDORGY 
[>^1 MevloMondayiZl-r 


islon proMnt THE COL 
I>SH0WCASE:21> 




www.UTPHILLY.coM 


UNI(§)N 

TRANSFER 


1086 SPRING GARDEN ST. 215-832-8100 


THU 

18/89 


SAT 

18/31 


T-e',rui.^. 

OfflTt SOUTH JOC 


MAKING TIME 
NEW YEARNS EVE 


5EE-I 

IF THCKRT com 

PIMPS OF JOYTIME 

ROa PAINE 



iJjilllHJ.HI!" 


B^rACEBOOK.COM/UNiONTRANSFER 

TWnTER.COU/UNlONTRANSFER 


]xt] 1 pa., 11 ie iiiipui 1 .ance urpditir^ 
in IhpfrivuIiLyofyouLh — Iheae 

thin^wpif parluf/iuVanriginal 
sucaSMtcnuijuai l.he-hippit-dom 
and Uin nudity Ihnl. wort- odde-d 
iwpaTl ufUv' rrta'inghrdnniamuC 
iU bigK<‘r Broadway run. Fbrty- 
fivi-yt'amlalcr.williawnrt'nding 
CO a I ruubi id m rutcic n»' a nd 

cunlnnljuua,//atr’K polilica have 
moiv weight lhan Ha a-xuaUtyor 
drugitYetlhewhiile orgy-Kama- 
Sutra groove o fiu peace -love 
lyrical ddat and ilaqutdnUy 
locJdng Tin Pan psychedelia are 
still on boord.The set is thread- 
bare. The direction Icourteay 
Kane Panins) is stellar, Two 
iriginal cost membeis (Ste^e 
Burkhordtand Paris Remillord). 
who wise par), of Ihe 2009 Tbny- 
winning Broadway cost, are oa 
baard.Andlhi'sunsliUahinaa in. 


WHJNESDAY 

[ Uieater ] 

+ BODY AWARENESS 

'ntewords'YxililicalcorrecIness- 
migln send a ihiD 0 riibe ral un- 
ease up your spine, but aomaiUT 


bow pure the intent, sooner or 
later evtsythtnggeUa dose uTit. 
At least that's the idea behind 
the Wlma'nM-aUrisn-w produc- 
Ucai.Bodv.kutiraneM.'ntirty- 
>t'iir-iiid playwright Annie Bolii'r 
maheabtf'nrilJy debut wMh tins 
akiw-poced but highly rewaid- 
iugucmedy about the everyday 
LnteraaionscdgentbTandpditj- 
cal ixnvetness.The stoiy focuses 
CDjpyn^andPI^'lla — played by 
PliTly -based aojesses Mary Mar- 
teQo snri Grace Gonglewski - a 
lesbian couple 11 ving in a Venuout. 
coU^ to wn with Jc^af’s 2 1 -year- 
old sen. Jared, who might have 
Asperger's ^ndmme. Things 
really aiart logri Unse when 
phetugrapber Prank comes 
to slay with (hem and says he 
wsnts tosboulbS-year-uld Joycf 
in the nude during the srhuul's 
ao-calhd Body Awan-mss Week. 

—SAag Augustin 

sais afrtidSI..3IS-54e-7ta4.Hil- 


BitpiiErnel 


,/P7 JJ GREY & MOFRO I 

MOWHET JUNK 

p/a THE ASTEROIDS GALAXY TOUR , 

VkCkTIDHCR 

S/4 JEOI MIND TRICKS 

S/B REBIRTH BRASS BAND | 

afa THE SUMMER SET, THE CAB [ 

' HE IS WE, DMS CUPPEREMCe, PIRUASE | 





^>tlPFTWflRK| 

1/2 OFF! 

Z YtC§) ^ 

LATE 

EDN-IHOR!! 11 PM- 2 AM 

-V. GIRARD & MONTGOMERY - 

KRAFT WOR KBAR.COM 







foaddafta^ 

^■celebrate ^ 


uiith the baddest bit^ in town 
STOLI COCKTAILS $4 
STOLI SHOTS $3 
7pm til last call 

KITCHEN OPEN TIL lAM 



NO COVER, NO LINES 


COMPLIMENTARV CHAMPAGNE 

TOAST AT MIDNIGHT 

224 S. 15th St. 2t5.985.96^0 
Philadelphia, pc 19102 gooddogbar.com 


World Cafe Live 




THURSPAY JAHtiARY 19 • 8 i>m 


ESTELLE1 

'‘ILL OF ME TOUR" • TUESDIY, FEB. 2B • 7:30PM 


9 f*‘^The SmitherGGns 



1/7 The Revelations FT. TREwiLuiMs 
1/13 Cracker & Camper Van BeethovM 
i/ig Greensky Bluegrass 

WITH TOQO SKFAFrFft (OF RAILROAQ EARTH) 

Aimee Mann WITH lOHN RODERICK 

I/ST Garland Jeffreys 

i/so Bill Frisell's Beautiful Droamera 

FEITURINO EYVIhD KANG 1 RUDV ROYSTON 

s/t Kathleen Edwards 

WITH HANNAH GEQRGAS 

S/9 Andy Crammer with ryan star 
Authority Zero & 

Voodoo Glow Skulls 



FESTIVAL PIER AT PENN’S LANDING 

181 N. COLUMBIA BLVD ■ PHILADELPHIA. 1% 

BBVTlCO»AT«UCtaKJACfaiB'^^TH3aT?tfOIMieCMPMCDM« 








NYE PARTY 

DAMN RIGKT, GRIMACE 
FEDERATION, D.VS 
SEOTKKETS 
INCLUDING ADMISSION 
AND A CHAMPAGNE TOAST 
ATMIDNIGHT 
WWW.TRIUMPHPHILiy. 
TICKETlEARCOMmaUMPH- 
PHIUY-NYE. 

TRIUMPH WRX ALSO BE 
FEATURING A SPECIALTY NYE 
HOME CROWN MENU 
WTTH LIVE JAZZ FROM B4PM 

Sas«a)1J1 

CHARLES LANE JAZZ TRIO 

MBnS>Tl/!,l:U*ia 
OPEN JAM 

HOnED SY 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 

Premium Package S60 



•' reurvition* attar Spu 
•t include bottle service 
$100 deposit 
4 person maximum 


ROOSEVELTS 

33RD & WALNUT 

215 - 569-8879 


Ring in the 
New Year with 1C 
Drinks & Drafts for 

$ 20.12 

= 9pm-12am = 

Free Champagne Toast 
Or just walk in with no 
cover and enjoy one of 
our 14 draft beers! 



PHILLIES, 
FLYERS, EAGLES 
AND 76'ERS 
GAME SPECIALS 

$3.00 pints of Select 
Draughts 
$1.50 Oysters 
$.75 Wings 

HAPPY HOUR 
M-F 5pm till 7pm 
$3.00 local beer drafts* 
$3.00 Shots of Jameson 
$4.00 well liquor 
mixed drinks 
$S.OO glasses of Merlot 
a Chardonnay 
'Local includes PA, 
OEANJ 

1/2 off appetizers a 
sandwiches marked with 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

FROM 4PM 


CELEBFIATE 

NEW 

YEAR’S 

EVE 

WITH 

BYBLOS! 


WE 

SELL 

BOOZE 



215 . 238.0379 


r >1 





222SouthSiieeM2IS) 923-1999 


«v«Joven)222.CDm 


I HURbDAY! 

MBITIOKneAD 
AND 6EI k FIE ORDB OF WHCS 
WnNIHFPIKGUSEOf 
liBDIKVncnTMtOFKa. 

KARAOKE 
STARTS 
AT 10PM 



BARBARY 


Ml nUMKMMO a BQAWUH AV 


PRIVATE PARTY 


MMP! 


.HANDS, 

+KNEES+ 

NYE 


KARAOKE 

NIGHT! 




PRIVATE PARTY! 





















jFRANKTURNERI 
f . 0 r- 


JBOBB. ^ 
©ShoIJmT 


TO Hf I CUT 


j^nniAiiY 


mmm 


IJO EVERL^ST 

FSEt caniCEUT! bacRSTA<;e P^stt pit 


»<W But CONCE*T TICKET 
5ET FSEE SLOT PUAt 


Vs'BMlw'r f»f cawiHBM conemLiBtiMimon t» ticketm aster 

HOBA1SHOWBOA7.COM 

^ Sn»w ana Duffai caeKagit avsilablni | 


^ *+- 4 -^^ -i- 4- -H*- 









f&d 


foodanddrink 



portic) control 

By Dr«w Lflzor 


I FIVE FOR FIVE 

1 ^YES.mSmylob.butdutie.keepingtrackof 
7 alltherestaurantstnatopenedln2011 wascrazy 
challenging. Bekware my picifilorfiveof the most 
notable debuts this calendar year, along with five 
things we should look forward to as the gods rain 
apocalyptic Mows down upon marU(lndin2012. 

American Sardine Bar (1801 fei>e(alSt.):John 
Longacre and Scott Schroeder of South Phllly Tap 
Room kicked over innumerable civic roadblocks 
toget this Point Breeze bar up and running. With 
I6beersontapandanhoneslsahdwich-centiic 
menu ewryoneianafford. foe Sardine already feels 
broken in —and It's only been around a montn. 

Sbraai(8|mvlnqrHMM.4«lS.BnMdSt):By 
aflenngalour-coinepnc-Ate format forS45ahead 
(just $30 more for wine pairings). Kevi n Sbraga's 
proven that you donT need to charge slap-1 n-the- 
mouth prices for ambitious downtowncuisine. 

Sbteside(153BE.PassyuikAve.):EastPassyS 
been hopping (or a minute, but not until the arrival of 
Stateside was the Nouveau Restaurant Row able b 
boast about somethingpreviouslyeiusiveinSouth 
Phllly: real nice cocktails. But let’s also give credit to 
chef George Sabatno.wtiospuitgetherStMeside's 
menu with personality and preci^n. 
j Tastian (777S. Broad St); NonewH'n-201 1 res- 
z fourant Isworkingwith more ambibonthanTashan. 
S wherechefsSyiva Serial and Sanjay Shendeare 
S cooking next-level indancuisine. 
t \fodge (1221 Locust St):Ric^ Landau and Kate 
‘i Jacoby are stronger than ever with their beautiful 
; vegan restaurant which Is attracbnga food-loving 
' crowd that never really bought Into Horizons. 

: Rvetolookfoiwardtoln2012: 

T AllaSplna(G(ION.BroadSt):MarcVeri'sttalian 
' beeroarwii|OinVieandRoule6atBraadandMount 
'' VernonsomeflmelnFebruary. 

: Jamonera(105S.13»iSL);MarcieTurneyand 

” VaieneSafianaregarpSpanshwiththiswine-bar 
redoofBIndl.wnicnisalmingforJanuary. 

£ La Calaca Feliz (2321 Fairmount Ave.):T[m 

a Spinner and Brian Sirhal (4 Fort Washington’s 
S Cantina Felizare brlngliig foeir sharp mod-Mexi 
i food and drink to Fairmount in January. 

S Ri]yalSushlandl2al(aya(782S.SecondSt): 
i StephenSimons and Oave Frank (foeCantInas, 
> RoyalTavern. Khyber Pass Pub) arenT saying much 
I about their long-planned Japanese bar In Queen 

1 Village right now. Cmon. guys, wewant ramen! 

2 Russel(l521 Spiue8St):MarrledchefsAndrew 
B and Kristin Wood hope to make a sizable splash 
* withtheirserjousfarm-drivenBYOBinCenterCity, 
i upforlate JanuaryorearlyFebruary. 

i fdrew.tazoi^itypaper.net) 



SEASON’S EATINGS 

Our restaurant critic names his 10 favorite 
dishes of 2011. By Adam Erace 


A dam Erace eals oui more than anyone I know, no it wasn't 
easy for him to select the 10 best dishes of 2011 from the 
hundreds he's shoveled down since January. 'Forthislist, 

I thought about the dishes that I wanted to eat again,’ says Erace. 
In other words, he's scheduled return trips togoRound2on mort 
of the plates detailed here. Weighted votes indeed. — Drew Lazar 


> NO. 10: BAKLAVA, MANAKEESH CAFE ^ 

“.. . the crushed pi^adt iosf...] glowing super- Ucm wt 

naturally greens' witheach step...’ [March 3] I cltyimnEl 

The Lebaneseflatbreads forwhichthi^ West 
PhiDycafe isnamed were terrific, but it’sthe pas- 
tries I remember most.ThebalUava in particular, TOO brittle little 
layeia. gem-toned and not too sweet The bakers facetthem into 
square and pearandprincess cuts and dii^laythemwidi the same 
cure and grandeur of anyeme on Jeweler's Row. 


>- NO. 9: OCTOPUS. OPA 

“The kni^ dipped as easily into those legs as the bow of Prince 
Eric's storm-tossed ship into Ursula's muffin-top ...’[April 7} 
The octopus at C^a. the preferred invertebrate of Mediterranean 
kjtdiens. is easily the best Tve hud this yesr. ’The snow-white. red- 


rimmed morsels taste like more than the grill, credit to a red wine 
braise and the runoff of aherry vinegar from the accompanying 
duckpeaTtaidue." 

> NO. 8: MARINATED PRIME RIB, BOBO'S 

'...the prime rib was the resounding favorite, marinated 48 hours 
in a brew featuring soy, sesame, scallion, chili powda- and secret 
ingredientsoniyknown toAuntie ti2...’[June9j 
Of all the restaurants Tve covered in 201 1. 1 had the most fun 
writing about Bobo's, the Korean barbecue, sports bar and karaoke 
crypt in OxfiirdCircle. From the buckwheat Doodles over crushed 
ice to the corps of'aunties" running the restaurant, I loved so 
much about this place, especial^ the fiavorfiil marinated prime rib 
seared on the tabletop grill 

MORE FOOD AND >■ NO. 7 WONTON SOUP, 

DRINK COVERAGE YANG YANG EXPRESS 

- - TVPAPER NET/ 

MEALTCKET “The gossamer wemtons wore tattered 

white robes.driftingthrtyugh thesoupUke 
secondhand phantoms ...’ [Oct. 10} 

I never knew wonton soup could be more than gummy dump- 
lings and rubbery pork. Upper Darby’s Yang Yang Express (aka 
‘Dumpling House”) proved otherwise, via marine additions 
(dried shrimp, seaweed) and won tons of incomparable lightness. 

> NO. 6 FOIE GRAS SOUP, SBRAGA 

“The soup was rich and lusty, as expected, but then came some- 
th ing unexpected: lemongrass !And notes of curry, devdoping like 


foods drink I 


^Season’s Eatings 

«< ocmnuea fecmpfMouspaga 


I never know wonton 
soup could be more 
than gummy dumplings. 

photographs in a dark room ...'[Dec. IS} 

Kevin Sbraga'a ufiection for Asian ilavors (ciystaJlized 
during time in Singapore filming the finale of Top Cfie/i 
was veiy evident in this velvety pur^e.Getto Sbraga 
and order this soup before spring sends it packing. 

- N0.5:BL00DYBEErSTEAK, 

THE FARM AND FISHERMAN 

'Served on a cool, white swipe of housemodeyogurt, the 
roasted and smashed root looked bloody indeed, as red 
and black asa prizefighter's mug." [May 19] 

In my review of Joshua and Cofleen Lawiei^s BYOB. I 
called this an amazing fudung dish. It is, so full of flavor 
andsudia testamsitto thecheC who’s able to creatively 
manipulatethe humble, crunchy beet into a meaty, 
brawny spedmen capable ofrivaling a rib eye, 

> NO.ArMACKERELINRHUBARB BROTH, 

THE FARM AND THE FISHERMAN 

"... wild, rosi-blushed rhubarb broth [was] a chilled 
sweet-and-sour habitat for tapioca pearls and dominoes 
of seared Spanish mackerel.'fMay 19] 

While Lawler’s beet steak got tons of food -writer ass 
this spring tsee above), 1 threw myself at the mackerel 
even harder, odd considering Fm not even big on mack- 
erel in the first place. This dish made me love the fish, 
cleansed of its sins by the bright, winey rhubarb water 
and finished with tiny leaves of lemon babn, 

> N0.3: FOIE GRAS nVRFArr.TALULA'SGAHDEN 

‘The parfdit isterrine-molded and baked, sliced ondpfat- 
ed witfi pistacfiiOA cherries, brioche and dupefyingly good 
apricot bufferscenfedwith summer savory that Santoro 
grotvs just a few feet from where I was sitting. '[July 7] 
This was my first taste of Michael Santoro’s cooking 
and I fell very hard for it. Ofeourse, creative differences 
drove Santoro from Talula’s in the opening months. 
Wherever hewinds up in 2012,1 hope there'll beibiegras. 

>- N0.2 SHIKAARI QUAIL, TASHAN 

“I don’t think any garrresmen take the time to marinate 
their catch in clove, ginger,garlic and yogurt, lei alone 
stuff it with tamarind arul peanut rice ...’fNoa 24] 

Some might cry gimmick at the aromatic smoke 
released when the dome is lified ofilhshan’s quail, and 
were thisgaaie bird not so beautifully cooked andboldh' 
spiced. I might agree. But ifs both those things, represen- 
tative of the exciting coddng at 777 South Broad, 

> NO. 1: UNCLE JOE'S STROMBOU, SANTUCCI'S 

'... the 'Uncle Joe.' [fitted] with prosciutto, coppa, salami 
and pepper-jack. Td order on my deathbed." [Sept. 22] 
Since reviewing Santucci's, I’ve eaten at least a dozen 
meat-packed Uncle Joes, and it's perfect every time: 
zesty. salty, crispy and black-bottomed from old cast- 
iron pons that have seen decades ofseasoning.Thisis 
what t crave when I wake up and when I go to bed. 

(adam. erace@citypaper. net) 
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feedin' •frenzy 



NOMINATING 


Hickory Lane | MattZagoreki, aserialchefconsul- 
tant since leaving Rouge, has a new home-base kitchen 
— Hidtory Lane, a Foirmount bistro taking over what 
was L’Oea. Partnering with former L'Oea front-of- 
houser Jack Henderson, Zagorski is cooking a modem 
American menu fbrdinnerrightnow (line-caught fluke, 
bed' carpaccio, crispy pork belly with shrimp): this 
weekend, theyll introduce Saturday/Sunday breakfast/ 
bnindi startingat 8 a.m., with eventual plans to open 
at 7 a-m. daily for all-day service. Hickory Lane’s BYO 
for now, but expect a liquor license in the future. 2025 
FairmountAie, 21 5-769-2420, hickorylanebidro.com. 

Lemon Hll | This good-lookin’ comer space, acnl- 
labo ration between Mitch Prensky of Supper and Mike 
Welsh ofThe Franklin, opened yesterday. Prensky’s 
designed a menu more homey and downmarket than his 
South Street restaurant: dishes like shrimp and grits, 
brick -oven-baked flatbreads and a true-blue patty melt 
are complementedby a taut beverage program built by 
Franklin barkecpAI Sotack. The restaurant's open daily 
from 5 p.m. on, with weekend brunch coming soon. 747 
N. 25lh Si., 215-232-2299. lemonhillphilly.com. 

HanD^as^ | Thealways-schemin’HunChiangsur- 
prised fans of his local Sichuan restaurants by opening 
a brand-new location in Manayunk last week. It serves 
Ihe same menu as Chiang's Old City location at 108 
Chesbsut.4358Main St..215-508-2066,handynastyLnel. 
Roccheio's and Azione | RobLaScalaofLaScala's 
(615 Chestnut St.) has debuted these interconnected 
restaurants in Old City’s old Dolce/Paradigm digs. 
Azione does large-portion family-style I(:alian-AmericaD 
dining at big tables (lamb shank, baked manicotti, 
shrimp parm), while Rocdiino’s deals in coal-oven piz- 
zas. small-plate antipasti and hearty pasta plates. Lots 
of Italian craft beers on tap on the Rocchino's side. Chef 
Joe NocellaofLaScala’s runs both operations, which 
serve lundi and dinner daily. Aztone.2JI Chestnut St., 
2IS-238-9983, azionefamitystyle. com: Rocchino k. 239 
Chestnut St..2IS-23B-690Q, rocchinoscom 


orcaU2I5-73S-8U4.Bil.2I8. 



THE FLAVORS 
OF PORTUGAL 
IN NORTHERN 
LIRERTIES 

614 N. 2"" St. 
21S.923.8080 
koozeedoo.com - byob 
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holiday pounds^ 
life In 2012! 


PUBLICATION DATE: JANUARY W' 


326 W. POPLAR ST. 

(Corner of OrtonnA& Poplar) 


AO DEADLINE: JANUARY 1ITH 
ADVERTORIAL DEADLINE: JANUARY 12TN 


Contact Your Account Manger Today or Call 21S. 735.8444 


MON-FR! 7AM-9PM 
SATURDAY SAM -8PM 
SUNDAY 9AM-6PM 


LIBERTY 

DELI 


1 food & drink | 


yOU- 

Get Better, Look Better, Feel Better! 



FROM THE 

WEEKEND 

$4 Bloody Marys, Mimosas B Maisarilas 

C#PA 

4TH & SOUTH SINCE 1978 

Eat or drink anything 
good this weekend? 

We want to hear about it! 

J ^ citypaper.net/notes 

CASUAL NEW VEAR'S EVE PARTT 
Before & After the Fireworks 
No Need for Reservations!!!!!!! 


Be Part of City Paper's NEW 
Healthy You Issue! Make a difference 
this New Year by advertising with City Paper 
and get FREE Advertorial! 


2I5-138-0055 







[ the week In eats ] 

WHAT'S COOKING 



New Year’s Eve and New Year's Day at OpaSot., 
Dec. 3!, aeatinga between S-IOpm., $SS-$7S:Sun„ Jan. I, 
ll:30a.m.-6p.m..payatiyougo >OpoU celebrating the 
lost night of 2011 with a four-course prix -fixe featuring 
plateslike their popular octopus (one of Adam Eruce's 
fave dishes of the year; see p. 34) and butter-poached 
lobster with onto and lobater-metaxa demiglace.Seatings 
run from S to 10 p.Ri., with DJ Cool K spinning after 
everyone’s stuffed. Hie next day, the restaurant will serve 
from 11:30 ajn.to6p.m.,offeringgyro8withfrieBfor 
just $6.95.plusdeals on beer, wine and cocktails. 1311 
Sansom St, 215-545-0170.opaphiladelphia.com. 

New Year's Eve at In Riva Sat, Dec. 31,5p.m., S35-$55 
► East Phils' In Riva is takingit outade this NYE, Chef 
Arthur CavaHereis doinga four<ourser (lamb meatballs, 
black bass piccata, duck pizza, etc.) with an option for pa ir- 
ingsofbeers from Italy’s Birrificio Bruton, Dinner runs 
from 6 to 11. but head out to the patio at 9:30 for a live per- 
formance from Lancaster’s Cannisel Kings, Theyll pour $2 
Bruton beers during the show to keep you toasty abng the 
TiveT. In Rim. 41 16 Ridge Ate., 215-438-4848, in-hoo.com. 

Brunchst The irasUe Inn Stin., Jon. 1, 1-5 p.m.pay 
asyoago vThe recently revamped Trestle picked one 
of the biggest Philly drinking days of the yearto rollout 
their new Sunday brunch. Good thing they’re packing a 
new brunch cocktail list and a slew of Bloody varieties 
to go along with cheiTravis Messman's menu, which 
featuresdisheslikebiscuitsandgravyanda bison bacon 
buiger.The whisky-soaked go-go bar also promises 
live enter tainm ent for afl comers. After the Ist, Trestle's 
brundi will kick offevery Sunday at 11 a.m. The T>-estle 
Inn,339N.inhSt,267-239-0290.thdrestleinn.com. 

Amis Industry Night with Casa Mono Afon., Jan.2, 
10pm.-la.m.,freef3od.payai!yougpdrinks ► For its 
first industry night of 2012, Amis welcomes NYC’s Casa 
Mono. (Amischef Brad Spence worked there priorto join- 
ing MareVetri’s team.lThe Casa crew is all about the goat, 
servinggoat liver-stuffed artichokes and oil -poadied goat 
with creamed Tuscan kale; Amis is getting goosey, offering 
chestnut bucatini with goose ragu and crispy goose leg 
with blood orange/coriander marmalade. Show a baror 
rsstaurantpay stubat thedoortogetin.Amj's, -^125! 13th 
St. 215-732-2&47. anusphiily.com. 





Expeneace Royal Hospitality 
vhile dimrg under a Moroccan Tent 
NUMEROUS BELLY DANCERS 


* NEW Year's Eve Seatings * 

PER PERSON 
S Course Meal 
MIy Dancers 




HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 

MONDAY mitU FRIDAY, 4 10 6PM. $2 OFF AIL DRAFTS • S3 WELL DRINKS 
AND $S GLASSES OF WINL S2 ROTATING SELEG DOMESTIC BOTTLE SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR MENU. NOTHING OVER SS 


COME ENJOY ABBAYES 
AWESOME BRUNCH 

SAI t SUN: 10AM-3PM. $4 BLOODY MARYS AND MIMOSAS. $2 Off Drgib 
THURSDAY QUIZZO- 3:30 PM. 

SUNDAY KARAOKE-IOPM 


MIDDLE EASTERN & LEBANESE CUISINE SINCE ItSA 


Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob. 

Grape Leaves. Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2-^ Street 
215.925.4950 
www.cedaTsrestaurant.coin 


GRAND OPENING 



^IHrut/(9f,Ty/u 

•CAPPUCCINO + CROISSANT ^ 3.99 
•COPEEOiOZ) +CROISSAN" S"2.99 

'^omc c- Sj'rr (')iir 
^ptciali . . . 

2015 Moqr’mens-ing Ave, 

Plilleicielplnlci PA- ' 91^6 
Tel/P (• 215 ) A6?-I3I3 



NEW 
YEARS 
EVE - >■ 

3 Seatings Early Bird 5:30pm 
& 7pm. After 9pm Seating 
Watch Rreworks from Roof 
DeckWHh Complementary 
Champagne Toast 


WWW.THEAIIAYE.NET 637 N. 3RD STREET 2IS-627-671I 







jonesin’ 

By Malt Jonas 




Introducing 
City Paper’s 
Happy Hours 

smartphone app 


The eltypaper happy hour app 

instantly gives you every happy 
hour In the city starting with 
those closest to you. You can 
filter your search in a number 
of ways! Search for bars with 
a fireplace, outdoor seating, 
asian cuisine, waterfront views, 
even search only bars with wifi. 


+ 


AVAILABLE ON 
IPhone, Android and 
BtackBerry! 

OR SEARCH ONLINE 
ATCITYPAPER.NET 


This Is the most comprehen- 
sive database for happy hours 
you will find anywhere. And for 
you travelers. It works In every 
major metropolitan area in the 
country! 


DOWNLOAD 
IT NOW! 

HTTpy/HAPPYHOURS. 
CITYPAPER.NET/ 


PHILLY/MOBILE 


happy hours smartphone app brought fo you by 

ci^aper i gohmei 









CITY PAPER has SO much Love and Hate that it has outgrown our 
papfr! So we have compiled the best of the best, all the Love and 
Hote that anyone could ask for from Qty Poper! 

Don’t Miss this rare chance to be a port of City Paper's first ever 

'BEST OF I LOVE YOU, I HATE YOU... THE EARLY YEARS! " 

mm 

PUBLICATION DATE: FEBRUARY 23 
AD DEADLINE: JANUARY 25 


Contact Your Account Manager Today or Call 215.735.8444 












,2154948376 


Junk Cars&Trucks Wanted, 




★★★★ 


. (302)373-0751 


16209383 


■ 267 3243590 


i(215)539-207a 


★ ★★★★ 


★ ★★★ 


,1610)524-9835 




★★★ 




33R/28A 


CmA 494-469-0753 


★ ★★★ 




1 215 7269817 


, (516)361-! 


1 12151519' 


CHESTNUT HILL/NT. AIRT RENT 


POCONOS RENT 



Care for 
Yourself. 


Doctor up an a<J for your healthcare facility and feel 
the pulse of The Inquirer, Daily News and philty.com. 

Spreading the word about the care you provide has never been easic 
And the best part is. millions ol readers will find out where you are! 

From start to finish, share your message in minutes 
For step-by-step Instructions go to 
phillyadbuilder.com 

Create yoiv ad today. Vour marketing budget will never forgrt iU 

ikisUILDER 










Ceft(^LKt 

BRUNCH 



SOCIETY HILL LOAN 

IPHILLY'S PAWN SHOPi 




ALU DAr. EVjEBV DAY. 




Collectiila. Antiques, MusittI Insraisas.CwMS. Becraks 
CtechCesNng- Money Onisrs Henry BwAieni 
VMBuy EHl Carts 

645 South Street, Philahetphie 215-925-7357 




JDEtoil'sBcn 


V2 PRICED 
DRAFTS 

WEEKDAYS 5-7PM 


f?' Opiating i>r(^ 
Close to 200 



HAPPY NEW YEARS! BEST 
WISHES IN 2012! 

THANKS for a GREAT \'EAR! 

Let’s t^ke l^^mora 
COLORFUL & FUN! 

From: ALL of os® 

PHILA. EDDIE’S 
621 TATTOO 
621 south 4th st 
(middleofTat2 Row) 

12-12 Daily! 215-962-0636 

Building Blocks to Total Rtnoss 

12 Years of experience. Offering 
personal fitness training, nutrition 
counseling, and flexibility training. 
Specialize in oate^roein.lfi/uriee, 
special needs. In home or at 
12th Street Gym. Infokol8BOl.com 

TEQUILASUNRISE RECORDS 

52.5 West Girard Ave 


I BUY RECORDS, CD'S, DVD'S 

TOP PRICES PAID. 

No collection too small or large! 
We buy everything! 

Call Jon at 216-6054001 ore-mail 
dingol5@hotmail.com 

DANCERS WANTED 


Flex 


' nnlU609) 707-607,5 

NEW AT THE EL BAR!!! 

KENSINGTON HAPPY MEAL! 
EVERY DAY UNTIL TPM 
2 ALL BEEF HOT DOGS 
A PBR POUNDER 
A BAG OF CHIPS 
AND A TOY 

ALLFOR $5 

Happy Birthday, MIchaela! 

SGCDT Invades Philly and DWT 
Thanks for the Memories! 
Motorboating Issue FTW 


FREE DRINKING 
SMARTPHONE APP!!! 

City I^per is very pleased to brir% 
you our very fir.st smartphone ap^ 
Just gotawwwoltypaper.net and 
eSekour martini glass ken 
to find out more, or type in 'Happy 
Hours in the app store, android 
marketplace, or blackberry app 
world. Click the orange martmi 
icon and get drinking. No matter 
where you go or when isiu go, you 
can find the nearest happy hours 
to you with a single cUcKf You can 
even sort through bars by 
oreferenceor neiahborhoM. 

STUDY GUITAR 

W/ THE BEST 

All Styles All Levels. 

Former Beiklee faculty member. 
Masters Degree with 26 yrs. 
teaching experience. 
215.831.8640 
www.davidioel.net 

Sexual Intelligence 

Guaranteed-Quality, body-safe 
sexuality products, lubricants, 
male room, sex-ed classea, 
fetish gear, ^^rodite Gallery 
SKPLORATORIUM 

620 South 6th Street 
www.sexDloratorium6tore.com 


SILK CITY 

DINER • LOUNGE • GARDEN 

RECUIMED TIMBER BENCHES 
ON STEEL LEGS 

Designed by local arohitect. 

Hand made with an elegant 
emphasis on detail to 

Great far dining rooms, kitchens, 
the foot ofthe bM or your garden. 
For inquires & literature, call 
215.923.1115 

12.30.11 

MASS APPEAL 

9Js FREDDY FIGGS & CRU CUT 

NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 

DJ DEEJAY 

NEW YEAR'S DAY 

SUNDAE 

LEE JONES & DIRTY 

HAPPY HOUR AT THE DIVE 

FREE PIEZA: 

S2 BEER OFTHE WEEK! 

S2 WELL DRINKS! 

ITS AMAZING! 
PASSYUNKAVE 
iTihiCARPENTER) 
21.5-46.5-5505 
mvsoace cooVthedivebar 

WATKINS DRINKERY 

GREAT hXIODds BEER 

AT SURPRISING PRICES, 
HAPPY HOURS-?, 

SEVEN DAYSAWEEK. 

Corner of 10th andWotkin.s. 

17 12 South 10th Street 

Open evsiv day dpm - 2am 

Sat 6 6un Briinon 1 0am • 4pm 

9th S Spnng Oardan 
wwwjilkoltyphHIy.som 

Voipe Cycles Falrmount 

GrandapeningKov2 

S25Tune up s^ial 
now through February 

26th and Aspen 

Open M-F Sam -7pm 9-1 sat & sun 

THE EL BAR 

Happy Hour 
Mandays-FYidays 6-7pm 

S2.S0 Kenzinger Pints & Morel 
215-634-6430 

www.mvsaace.com/the el bar 

SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated Men 
16-39 - S15Q/Sample 
WWW.123DONATE.L'OM 

M Goldman Investigations 

When you need to know the truth! !! 
Confidential. Licensed Investigators 

Cal 24 hours 1-800-505-5423 




501 Nortt 13th SL , 21S.238.1S18 theprohibitiontapitwm.' 








